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THEY NEVER CAME HOME
? ? ? ? ? c. The King who knew the Quintessence of Things dcccxci.When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in
himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I shall overcome mine enemy by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not
who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by Allah.' Quoth he, 'I am King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they
dismounted from their horses and kissed his stirrup, to do him honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he,
'Indeed, my life is a light matter to me and I put my trust in God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying,
'May this suffice thee! We will do with thee that which is in our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee
with our goods and our lives, and we are his chief officers and the most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the
folk follow after thee, for that the inclination of the people, all of them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth
you.'.? ? ? ? ? What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and leave me to despair?.Then said she, "O
king, comest thou to a [watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken and wilt thou drink thereof?" The king was abashed at her and at her words
and went out from her, but forgot his sandal in the house..Now this present was a horse worth ten thousand dinars and all its housings and trappings
of gold set with jewels, and a book and five different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white linen cloths of Egypt and silks of
Suez and Cufa and Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of cloth of silk and flax mingled
and a goblet of glass of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was the figure of a lion and before
him an archer kneeling, with his arrow drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be peace; and the contents of the
letter were as follows: 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace) God hath vouchsafed the rank of
the noble and exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we rejoiced therein and have sent thee the
book [called] "The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the translation whereof when thou hast taken cognizance, its excellence will be
established in thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we have made unto thee. Moreover, we send thee divers other kingly presents; (219)
so do thou favour us by accepting them, and peace be on thee!'.Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i. 203..So Ishac returned to the
slave-dealer and said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,' answered the old man; and Ishac said, 'In the corridor is a cell and
therein a damsel pale of colour. What is her price in money and how much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth the slave-dealer, 'She whom thou
mentionest is called Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man replied, 'Her price hath been paid
down an hundred times and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and when I show her to him, she saith, "This fellow is not to my
liking; he hath in him such and such a default." And in every one who would fain buy her she allegeth some default or other, so that none careth
now to buy her and none seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh presently to sell herself; so go thou
to her and enquire of her and see her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is an hundred dinars, though, were she
whole of this paleness that is upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but folly and pallor have diminished her value; and behold, I will go to
her and consult her of this.' So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she,
and he said, 'Leave frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishac the boon-companion?' (176).Now the king was seated
at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now
there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O
lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit
and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes
of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that which betided him..107. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his
Slave-girl dccclxiv.When he had made an end of his speech, his wife came forward forthright and told her story, from first to last, how her mother
bought him from the cook's partner and the people of the kingdom came under his rule; nor did she leave telling till she came, in her story, to that
city [and acquainted the queen with the manner of her falling in with her lost husband]. When she had made an end of her story, the cook
exclaimed, 'Alack, what impudent liars there be! By Allah, O king, this woman lieth against me, for this youth is my rearling (75) and he was born
of one of my slave-girls. He fled from me and I found him again..?OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..Unto its pristine lustre
your land returned and more, iii. 132..? ? ? ? ? a. The Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor dccclxxxvi.In my soul the fire of yearning and
affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..? ? ? ? ? Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, Midmost its leafage, covered all with green..When she had made
an end of her song, she wept till she made the bystanders weep and the Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el
Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.Now this
was at the beginning of the month, and when it was the end thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished
his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of
his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no
greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee
they-never-came-home.pdf
Page 1/10

They Never Came Home

that I would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.? ? ? ? ? And whenas the dogs at a
fountain have lapped, The lions to drink of the water forbear.".? ? ? ? ? Tirewomen to the bride, who whiskers, ay, and beard Upon her face
produce, they never would assign. (194).So, when it was the foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon
the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women. Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of the money, and hearing the crying [of
the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he
may get all the money for himself, but I will do with him what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his gown and
uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas, my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and condoled
with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I arose in the
morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge of this and
no tidings.'.?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..? ? ? ? ? The railers for your loss pretend that I should patient be: 'Away!'
I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the pain.'.126. Ibrahim ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii.? ? ? ? ? The sweet of
slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..Thereupon the king went in to his mother and
questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her husband was weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it
pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand
of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means
whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price,
such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a
merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that
thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".? ? ? ? ?
bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.Unto me the whole world's gladness is thy nearness and thy sight, iii. 15..107. Abou Suweid and
the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.The prefect bade carry him to his lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, by name El Muradi, said
to him, "What wilt thou do? This man is clad in rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the beazel whereof is a ruby of great price; so we
will carry him away and slay him and take that which is upon him of raiment [and what not else] and bring it to thee; for that thou wilt not [often]
see profit the like thereof, more by token that this fellow is a stranger and there is none to enquire concerning him." Quoth the prefect, "This fellow
is a thief and that which he saith is leasing." And Noureddin said, "God forbid that I should be a thief!" But the prefect answered, "Thou liest." So
they stripped him of his clothes and taking the ring from his finger, beat him grievously, what while he cried out for succour, but none succoured
him, and besought protection, but none protected him. Then said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that which ye have taken from me; but now
restore me to my lodging." But they answered, saying, "Leave this knavery, O cheat! Thine intent is to sue us for thy clothes on the morrow." "By
Allah, the One, the Eternal," exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for them!" But they said, "We can nowise do this." And the prefect bade them carry
him to the Tigris and there slay him and cast him into the river..When he felt the water, he struck out, and gave not over swimming till he landed
upon an island, where he abode five days, finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day, when he despaired of himself, he
caught sight of a passing ship; so he made signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared on with him to an inhabited country, where
they set him ashore, naked as he was. There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the husbandman said, 'Art thou a stranger?'
'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and intelligent and said to him, 'If thou sawest a
comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and he is presently my friend.'.Now the king had
a son, a pleasant child, called the Amir Mohammed, who was comely of youth and sweet of speech; he had read in books and studied histories and
above all things in the world he loved the telling and hearing of verses and stories and anecdotes. He was dear to his father King Jemhour, for that
he had none other son than he on life, and indeed he had reared him in the lap of fondness and he was gifted with the utterest of beauty and grace
and brightness and perfection. Moreover, he had learnt to play upon the lute and upon all manner instruments of music and he was used to [carouse
and] company with friends and brethren. Now it was of his wont that, when the king rose to go to his sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place
and seek of me that I should entertain him with stories and verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on this wise I abode with them a great while in all
cheer and delight, and the prince still loved me with an exceeding great love and entreated me with the utmost kindness..Then he bade fetch the
youth and when he was present before him, he prostrated himself to him and prayed for him; whereupon quoth the king to him, "Out on thee! How
long shall the folk upbraid me on thine account and blame me for delaying thy slaughter? Even the people of my city blame me because of thee, so
that I am grown a talking-stock among them, and indeed they come in to me and upbraid me [and urge me] to put thee to death. How long shall I
delay this? Indeed, this very day I mean to shed thy blood and rid the folk of thy prate.".? ? ? ? ? Between mine eyes and wake ye have your
dwelling-place, and thus My tears flow on unceasingly, my sighs know no relent..When the king heard this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me,' and
rising forthright in the night, let bring the youth and the eunuch. Then he examined the former's throat with a candle and saw [the scar where] it
[had been] cut from ear to ear, and indeed the place had healed up and it was like unto a stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell down
prostrate to God, [in thanksgiving to Him] for that He had delivered the prince from all these perils and from the stresses that he had undergone,
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and rejoiced with an exceeding joy for that he had wrought deliberately and had not made haste to slay him, in which case sore repentance had
betided him. As for the youth," continued the young treasurer, "he was not saved but because his term was deferred, and on like wise, O king, is it
with me; I too have a deferred term, which I shall attain, and a period which I shall accomplish, and I trust in God the Most High that He will give
me the victory over these wicked viziers.".Barmecides, Er Reshid and the, i. 189..116. Iskender Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk
cccclxiv.When she had made an end of her verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is yet
more extraordinary.' 'By Allah, O my lord,' answered she, 'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and said to him, 'See what I have brought with
me.' So he looked and saw riches such as neither words could describe nor registers avail to set out, pearls and jewels and jacinths and precious
stones and great pearls and magnificent dresses of honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she showed
him that which Queen Es Shuhba had bestowed on her of those carpets, which she had brought with her, and that her throne, the like whereof
neither Chosroes nor Cassar possessed, and those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels and those vessels, that amazed all who looked on them, and
the crown, that was on the head of the circumcised boy, and those dresses of honour, which Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh Aboultawaif had put
off upon her, and the trays wherein were those riches; brief, she showed him treasures the like whereof he had never in his life set eyes on and
which the tongue availeth not to describe and whereat all who looked thereon were amazed..So she opened the door to him and brought him in.
Then she seated him at the upper end of the room and set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay with her and swived her. Then she sat down
in his lap and they toyed and laughed and kissed till the day was half spent, when her husband came home and she could find nothing for it but to
hide the singer in a rug, in which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the place disordered (194) and smelling the odour of wine,
questioned her of this. Quoth she, 'I had with me a friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink with me]; so we drank a jar [of wine], she and I, and
she went away but now, before thy coming in.' Her husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the druggist, that had invited him and fed
him), deemed her words true and went away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the lady returned to their sport and abode on
this wise till eventide, when she gave him money and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the forenoon.' 'It is well,' answered he and departed;
and at nightfall he went to the bath..The Tenth Night of the Month..?Story of Abou Sabir..They cut their bonds and poured wine into their gullets,
till they came to themselves, when the king looked at the eunuch and recognizing him, said, 'Harkye, such an one!' 'Yes, O my lord the king,'
replied the man and prostrated himself to him; whereat the king marvelled with an exceeding wonder and said to him, 'How earnest thou to this
place and what hath befallen thee?" Quoth the eunuch, 'I went and took out the treasure and brought it hither; but the [evil] eye was behind me and
I unknowing. So the thieves took us alone here and seized the money and cast us into this pit, so we might die of hunger, even as they had done
with other than we; but God the Most High sent thee, in pity to us.'.So he repaired to the draper and buying of him a turban-cloth of lawn, returned
with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two places. Then she donned devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her, went to
the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the draper's wife saw her, she opened to her and received her kindly and made much of her and
welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and conversed with her awhile. Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the ablution [preparatory]
to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she made the ablution and standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion. When she had made an
end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the place of prayer and went away..? ? ? ? ? I hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,]
For souls of men are still to present (63) good inclined..Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.23.
Hatim et Tal; his Generosity after Death cclxx.Now he had with him nought wherewithal he might cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in one
of the rugs of the mosque [and abode thus till daybreak], when the Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that case, said to him, "O youth, what
is this plight?" Quoth he, "I cast myself on your hospitality, imploring your protection from a company of folk who seek to kill me unjustly and
oppressively, without cause." And [one of] the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and cheerful eye." Then he brought him old clothes and covered
him withal; moreover, he set before him somewhat of meat and seeing upon him signs of gentle breeding, said to him, "O my son, I grow old and
desire thee of help, [in return for which] I will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and obedience," answered Noureddin and abode with the old
man, who rested and took his ease, what while the youth [did his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises of God and calling the faithful to
prayer and lighting the lamps and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the place..One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant
from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted
them with the manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he with whom
they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and the folk
joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..?STORY OF THE MAN WHO
WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS VICTUAL TO ONE WHOM HE KNEW NOT..20. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccccxxxii.? ?
? ? ? And eye that knoweth not the sweet of sleep; yet she, who caused My dole, may Fortune's perfidies for aye from her abstain!.When Tuhfeh
heard this, she fell to weeping and wailing and said, 'By Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord Er Reshid; but, when I am dead, let
the world be ruined after me.' And she doubted not in herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then Meimoun set forth with his army and
departed in quest of the hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit who was dear unto him.
They fared on till they met with the army of Es Shisban; and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell upon each other and fought a passing
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sore battle. After awhile, Es Shisban's troops began to give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he despised them and made sure of victory
over them..Then he returned to the city and forgot the youth; so the servants went in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou keep silence
concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee, all thy servants will presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.' With this the
king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,' commanded the headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the youth and] bound his eyes;
and the headsman stood at his head and said to the king, 'By thy leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Stay, till I look into
his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the slaying of him will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the prison and there he abode till it
should be the king's will to put him to death..58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.So they
dragged him away, what while he wept and spoke the words which whoso saith shall nowise be confounded, to wit, "There is no power and no
virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the Tigris, one of them drew the sword upon him and El Muradi said to the
swordbearer, "Smite off his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal gently with this poor wretch and slay him not unjustly and
wickedly, for I stand in fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth El Muradi, "A truce to this talk!" And Ahmed said, "If ye
do with him aught, I will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we do with him?" asked they; and he answered, "Let us
deposit him in prison and I will be answerable to you for his provision; so shall we be quit of his blood, for indeed he is wrongfully used." So they
took him up and casting him into the Prison of Blood, (13)went away..So they ate and Tuhfeh looked at the two kings, who had not changed their
favour and said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild beast and that other like unto him? By Allah, mine eye brooketh not the sight of
them.' Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my father Es Shisban and the other is Meimoun the Sworder; and of the pride of their
souls and their arrogance, they consented not to change their [natural] fashion. Indeed, all whom thou seest here are, by nature, like unto them in
fashion; but, on thine account, they have changed their favour, for fear lest thou be disquieted and for the comforting of thy mind, so thou mightest
make friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,' quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I cannot look at them. How frightful is yonder Meimoun, with his
[one] eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and indeed I am fearful of him.' Kemeriyeh laughed at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah,
O my lady, I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then said her father Es Shisban to her, 'What is this laughing?' So she bespoke him in a tongue
none understood but they [two] and acquainted him with that which Tuhfeh had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the pealing
thunder..I am the champion-slayer he warrior without peer, iii. 94. 249----.Sitt el Milah, Noureddin Ali of Damascus and, iii. 3..? ? ? ? ? r. The
Pious Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.And indeed, O my brother, the night thou camest to me and we caroused together, I and thou, it was
as if the Devil came to me and troubled me that night." "And who is he, the Devil?" asked the Khalif. "He is none other than thou," answered
Aboulhusn; whereat the Khalif smiled and sitting down by him, coaxed him and spoke him fair, saying, "O my brother, when I went out from thee,
I forgot [to shut] the door [and left it] open, and belike Satan came in to thee." Quoth Aboulhusn, "Ask me not of that which hath betided me. What
possessed thee to leave the door open, so that the Devil came in to me and there befell me with him this and that?" And he related to him all that
had befallen him, from first to last, aud there is no advantage in the repetition of it; what while the Khalif laughed and hid his laughter..Now she
had brought to the pavilion aforetime a little brass coffer and laid it in a place whereof I knew not; so, when the inspector of inheritances (190)
came, he searched the pavilion and found the coffer, with the key in the lock. So he opened it and finding it full of jewels and jacinths and earrings
and seal-rings and precious stones, such as are not found save with kings and sultans, took it, and me with it, and ceased not to put me to the
question with beating and torment till I confessed to them the whole affair from beginning to end, whereupon they carried me to the Khalif and I
told him all that had passed between me and her; and he said to me, "O man, depart from this city, for I acquit thee for thy valiance sake and
because of thy [constancy in] keeping thy secret and thy daring in exposing thyself to death." So I arose forthright and departed his city; and this is
what befell me.'".When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So they were
lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age
and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His
favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the
kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit
[themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and
soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women who
order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities and
women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto
them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).King Shehriyar marvelled at these things and Shehrzad said to him, "Thou marvelledst at that
which befell thee on the part of women; yet hath there befallen the kings of the Chosroes before thee what was more grievous than that which befell
thee, and indeed I have set forth unto thee that which betided khalifs and kings and others than they with their women, but the exposition is long
and hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that I have already told thee] is sufficiency for the man of understanding and admonishment for the
wise.".King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how God gave him, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? Repression's
draught, by cups, from the beloved's hand I've quaffed; with colocynth for wine she hath me plied..82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides
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cccxcii.Quintessence of Things, The King who knew the, i. 230..43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.They tell that Haroun er
Reshid was sitting one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a woman and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful, may God
accomplish thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85)
and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present with him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they
answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander of the Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this
an imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath taken it from the saying of the poet, 'When an affair is
accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice
in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which they were given, we
took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God increase thee in elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet,
'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,'
it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn aside, verily, God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for
the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice, i. 13..Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..?
? ? ? ? In her revolving scheme, to bitter sweetness still Succeeds and things become straight, after crookedness..When the youth had made an end
of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth
looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to me; so be of good
heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said the king, "I have
not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words might abound, and I desire [now] that ye sit up for him a
gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk that they assemble and take him and carry him in procession to the gibbet, with the
crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed him!'" The viziers
rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set up the gibbet..'Hearkening and
obedience,' answered El Ased and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought audience of Meimoun, who bade admit him. So he
entered and kissing the earth before him, gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's message, which when he heard he said to the Afrit, 'Return whence thou
comest and say to thy mistress, "Be silent and thou wilt do wisely." Else will I come and seize upon her and make her serve Tuhfeh; and if the
kings of the Jinn assemble together against me and I be overcome of them, I will not leave her to scent the wind of this world and she shall be
neither mine nor theirs, for that she is presently my soul (243) from between my ribs; and how shall any part with his soul?' When the Afrit heard
Meimoun's words, he said to him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits, that thou speakest these words of my mistress, and thou one of
her servants!' Whereupon Meimoun cried out and said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn! Wilt thou bespeak the like of me with these words?'
Then, he bade those who were about him smite El Ased, but he took flight and soaring into the air, betook himself to his mistress and told her that
which had passed; and she said, 'Thou hast done well, O cavalier.'.Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone
him]; and they walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for
the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave
her somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on
the night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the
slave-girls had done with her and thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her instruments of music,
and if she be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over her three months, what
while she abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was
vouchsafed health and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and red, so that she
became a ravishment to all who looked on her..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clviii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's
Story xl.The old man laughed at her speech and her verses pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So he arose and brought
her a piece of firewood. Quoth she, "What is that?" And he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not want this," answered she, and
he rejoined, "What then is it that is called wood, other than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of music, whereunto I sing."
Quoth he, "Where is this thing found and of whom shall I get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he arose and
betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to him, "Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy favours and look me out
a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument for singing; for that she seeketh this of me and I know it not" "Hearkening and obedience," replied the
Jew and going into his house, brought him a lute. [The old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst the Jew took his drink and sat by a
window adjoining the other's house, so he might hear the singing..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without fail, to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather
dress and drub the nape of thee!.109. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover ccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Whenas En Nebhan
strove to win my grace, himself to me With camel- loads he did commend of musk and camphor white,.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story
xii.24. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls cclxxi.Foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife, The, ii. 61..THE TEN VIZIERS; OR THE HISTORY OF
KING AZADBEKHT AND HIS SON. (94).Mariyeh folded the letter and gave it to Shefikeh, bidding her carry it to El Abbas. So she took it and
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going with it to his door, would have entered; but the chamberlains and serving-men forbade her, till they had gotten her leave from the prince.
When she went in to him, she found him sitting in the midst of the five damsels aforesaid, whom his father had brought him. So she gave him the
letter and he took it and read it. Then he bade one of the damsels, whose name was Khefifeh and who came from the land of China, tune her lute
and sing upon the subject of separation. So she came forward and tuning the lute, played thereon in four-and-twenty modes; after which she
returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my comrades
came round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with
confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's family will
assuredly not sit down under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his
colour paled and his limbs smote together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would hush up the
matter for him. (106) Then we departed from him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".All this time, the young
Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this thought, and the damsel
had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke out again into song and chanted the following verses:.So she gave him the lute and he forewent
her, till he came to the house of easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered
her with discourse. Then he descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein,
till they came to a horse standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he
held the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her
side; whereat she was affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow,
fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours..? ? ? ? ? So fell and fierce my stroke is, if on a
mountain high It lit, though all of granite, right through its midst 'twould shear..With this the king bade the vizier go away to his lodging, and when
he arose in the morning, he abode his day in his house..? ? ? ? ? She let him taste her honey and wine (183) before his death: This was his last of
victual until the Judgment Day..The First Day..? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from
mine eye, yet still wast by my side..When his brother saw him on this wise, he doubted not but that this had betided him by reason of severance
from his people and family and said to him, 'Come, let us go forth a-hunting.' But he refused to go with him; so the elder brother went forth to the
chase, whilst the younger abode in the pavilion aforesaid. As he was diverting himself by looking out upon the garden from the window of the
palace, behold, he saw his brother's wife and with her ten black slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave laid hold of a damsel [and swived her]
and another slave [came forth and] did the like with the queen; and when they had done their occasions, they all returned whence they came.
Therewithal there betided the King of Samarcand exceeding wonder and solacement and he was made whole of his malady, little by little..? ? ? ? ?
O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, Give ear unto my words and verses thereanent..Then the rest of the women of the palace came all to him
and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the ground.
(19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs and
slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I am
not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit and
bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed..? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.The king marvelled at what he saw and questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge of this.
'O king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a creature called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and it is
firm to the touch [and groweth not warm, when held in the hand]; so, when [I took the second pearl and felt that] it was warm to the touch, I knew
that it harboured some living thing, for that live things thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And he
appointed to him [fresh] allowances..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dccccxxi.When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said in himself, "How like
is this story to my present case with this vizier, who hath not his like!" Then he bade him depart to his own house and come again at
eventide..Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest to me a masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah,
O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and
I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to
me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging war with him and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O
youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that had passed between himself and
El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings and question him of his case." "It
is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his harness of war and took rest for
himself..? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dxcvii.When they came to the palace, King Shehriyar commanded to
spread the tables with beasts roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation to the folk that they
should come up to the Divan and eat and drink and that this should be a means of reconciliation between him and them. So great and small came up
unto him and they abode on that wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up with his brother and
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acquainted him with that which had betided him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past] and told him what he
had heard from her of saws and parables and chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues and histories and odes
and verses; whereat King Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to wife, so we may be
two own brothers to two own sisters, and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the means of the
discovering of that which befell thee and all this time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night with a damsel
of my kingdom, and when I arise in the morning, I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".When El Muradi heard of
his release, he betook himself to the chief of the police and said to him, "O our lord, we are not assured from yonder youth, [the Damascene], for
that he hath been released from prison and we fear lest he complain of us." Quoth the prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi answered,
saying, "I will cast him into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the young Damascene from place to place till he came up with him
in a strait place and a by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted him and putting a rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A thief!" The
folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and El
Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released thee and to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk were
hardened against him and El Muradi carried him to the master of police, who bade cut off his hand..? ? ? ? ? But the Merciful yet may incline thee
to me And unite us again, in despite of our foes!.33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper ccxciv.? ? ? ? ? My favours I deny not all the year;
Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion came scrambling up the sides and would have
issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they pelted him with stones, till they beat him down and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters
descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the boy wounded; after which he went to the cabinet, where he found the woman dead, and
indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes and what not else, and advising his fellows thereof, fell to
passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to their dwelling-place, where they
dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed, when they questioned him, he knew not what he
should say, for that he was little, when they let him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech and loved him with an exceeding love
and one of them took him to son and abode rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and riding on horseback, till he attained the age
of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to the chase and to the stopping of the way..? ? ? ? ? But on no wise was I affrayed nor
turned from love of her; So let the railer rave of her henceforth his heart's content..As for the man, he committed his affair to God the Most High,
relying upon Him for deliverance, and said in himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he did away the leaves from himself and rising, saw great plenty
of men's bones there, of those whom the lion had devoured. He looked again and saw a heap of gold lying alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he
marvelled and gathering up the gold in his skirts, went forth of the thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, in
his fear of the lion; till he came to a village and cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day appeared and he was rested from his
fatigue, when he arose and burying the gold, entered the village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the gold.".Now the merchant's wife
aforesaid, who was the nurse of the king's daughter, was watching him from a window, unknown of him, and [when she heard his verses], she
knew that there hung some rare story by him; so she went in to him and said, "Peace be on thee, O afflicted one, who acquaintest not physician with
thy case! Verily, thou exposest thyself unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and stricken thee with the
constraint of love-liking, that thou acquaint me with thine affair and discover to me the truth of thy secret; for that indeed I have heard from thee
verses that trouble the wit and dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his case and enjoined her to secrecy, whereof she consented unto him,
saying, "What shall be the recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and bringeth thee an answer thereto?" He bowed his head for shamefastness
before her [and was silent]; and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give me thy letter." So he gave her the letter and she took it and carrying it to
the princess, said to her, "Read this letter and give me the answer thereto.".? ? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves who hath dissevered, Us of his grace
once more to reunite..When El Melik ez Zahir heard Muineddin's story, he marvelled thereat Then rose another officer and said, 'O lord, bear what
befell me in bygone days..As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was
cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now
she had an eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good
counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to
get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and
were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit
thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly;
but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How
shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of
him.'.Officer's Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..Learned Man, Khelbes and his Wife and the, i. 301..Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the
lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's head, whilst the rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of
the night and heard the noise of lutes and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and
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finding himself in the palace, with the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High,
the Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of the hospital and of that which I suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again,
as before. O my God, put thou Satan to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head
[bytimes], but [still] found the apartment lighted and the girls singing..Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..Old Woman, the Merchant and the
King, The, i. 265..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy singing.' So she
smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.He gave not over going and the journey was pleasant to
him, till they came to a goodly land, abounding in birds and wild beasts, whereupon El Abbas started a gazelle and shot it with an arrow. Then he
dismounted and cutting its throat, said to his servant, "Alight thou and skin it and carry it to the water." Aamir answered him [with "Hearkening
and obedience"] and going down to the water, kindled a fire and roasted the gazelle's flesh. Then they ate their fill and drank of the water, after
which they mounted again and fared on diligently, and Aamir still unknowing whither El Abbas was minded to go. So he said to him, "O my lord, I
conjure thee by God the Great, wilt thou not tell me whither thou intendest?" El Abbas looked at him and made answer with the following
verses:.?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..When the Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them against their enemies [and the
victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host], arms and treasures and horses,
returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and they fared on in company till
they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad said to him, "O youth,
wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to the dwellings,
that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place I took horse with thee and herein is my lodging. So,
God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I am a stranger in the land.".98. Isaac of Mosul and the
Merchant ccccvii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas he runs, his feet still show like wings, (140) and for the wind When was a rider found, except King Solomon it
were? (141).? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I. Had ye but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been satisfied..Then they returned to
Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair.
Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the
Serpent dcxi.Ill Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i. 98.
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