
There But For The Grace

THERE BUT FOR THE GRACE
? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..When the poor man

heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor,"

added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".Queen Es Shubha rejoiced in this with an

exceeding delight and said, 'Well done! By Allah, there is none surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then returned to her place and improvised

on the tuberose, saying:.So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous punishment, after abundance of

bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I am certified that there is no

fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch

the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so

they might see what the king should do with him..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story

dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..So Belehwan the froward

abode king in his father's room and his affairs prospered, what while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told years, till

his charms faded and his favour changed. When God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him forth of

the prison, Belehwan sat one day with his chief officers and the grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah

and what was in his heart. Now there were present certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto

thee and hath brought thee to thy wish, so that thou art become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for

this boy, there is no guilt in him, for that, from the day of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is

faded and his charms changed [with long prison]. What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to

blame, and God hath given thee the victory over them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am

fearful of his craft and am not assured from his mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is

this boy and what power hath he? If thou fear him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be

captain over such an one of the marches.'.? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!"

Then my comrades came round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was

covered with confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's

family will assuredly not sit down under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him,

wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would

hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we departed from him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".King Dadbin

and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for yearning and body-worn is he..We abode

thus till the setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon, when she said, "Needs must I wash before I go." Quoth I, "Get water wherewithal we may

wash," and pulled out from my pocket about a score of dirhems, thinking to give them to her; but she said, "I seek refuge with God!" and brought

out of her pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for destiny and that God hath caused the love of thee fall into my heart, there had not happened

that which hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in requital of that which thou hast spent;" and she said, "O my lord, by and by, whenas

companionship is prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the like of me looketh unto money and gain or no." Then she took a pitcher of water and

going into the lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming forth, prayed and craved pardon of God the Most High for that which she had done..? ?

? ? ? By Allah, I knew not their worth nor yet how dear.11. The Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor ccxliv.God [judge] betwixt me and her lord! Away

With her he flees me and I follow aye..Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh dcccclxxxix-Mi.57. Werdan

the Butcher's Adventure with the Lady and the Bear cccliii.Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the, iii. 199..All those who were present laughed

at her mockery of Iblis and marvelled at the goodliness of her observation (209) and her readiness in improvising verses; whilst the Sheikh himself

rejoiced and said to her, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, the night is gone; so arise and rest thyself ere the day; and to-morrow all shall be well.' Then all the

kings of the Jinn departed, together with those who were present of guards, and Tuhfeh abode alone, pondering the affair of Er Reshid and

bethinking her of how it was with him, after her, and of that which had betided him for her loss, till the dawn gleamed, when she arose and walked

in the palace. Presently she saw a handsome door; so she opened it and found herself in a garden goodlier than the first, never saw eyes a fairer than

it. When she beheld this garden, delight moved her and she called to mind her lord Er Reshid and wept sore, saying, 'I crave of the bounty of God

the Most High that my return to him and to my palace and my home may be near at hand!'.As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his

wife and read what was written on the ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth

thee to be patient, for belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like

to the love-distraught, the madman, till he came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the

overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.'

So he fell to working with them as a labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced
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that one of the labourers mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience

and weep not; for thou shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying,

'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.? ? ? ? ? They have departed; but the steads

yet full of them remain: Yea, they have left me, but my heart of them doth not complain..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv."There

was once a merchant named Abou Temam, and he was a man of understanding and good breeding, quick-witted and truthful in all his affairs, and

he had wealth galore. Now there was in his land an unjust king and a jealous, and Abou Temam feared for his wealth from this king and said, 'I will

remove hence to another place where I shall not be in fear.' So he made for the city of Ilan Shah and built himself a palace therein and transporting

his wealth thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the news of him reached King Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him to his presence and said to

him, 'We know of thy coming to us and thine entry under our allegiance, and indeed we have heard of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so

welcome to thee and fair welcome! The land is thy land and at thy commandment, and whatsoever occasion thou hast unto us, it is [already]

accomplished unto thee; and it behoveth that thou be near our person and of our assembly.' Abou Temam prostrated himself to the king and said to

him, 'O king, I will serve thee with my wealth and my life, but do thou excuse me from nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took service about thy

person], I should not be safe from enemies and enviers.' Then he addressed himself to serve the king with presents and largesses, and the king saw

him to be intelligent, well-bred and of good counsel; so he committed to him the ordinance of his affairs and in his hand was the power to bind and

loose..As for the princess Mariyeh, when she returned to her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of that

which she had done, and the love of him took root in her heart. So, when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and bringing

out the letters, to wit, those which El Abbas had written, fell to reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and when she

arose in the morning, she called a damsel of her slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee mine affair,

and I charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I would have thee betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for

that I have grave occasion for her.".Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..?Story of the Merchant and His Sons..Now he had

a friend, who pretended to quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him privily and said to him, 'Let me do, so I may put the change on

this trickster, for I know him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the money; but I will turn suspicion from thee and say to him, "The

deposit is with me and thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than myself," and so divert him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the merchant, 'and

rid the folk of their [false] debts.'.? ? ? ? ? My favours I deny not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..My fruit is a jewel all

wroughten of gold, ii. 245..Then he bade fetch the youth; so they brought him before him and the viziers said, "O base of origin, out on thee! Thy

term is at hand and the earth hungereth for thy body, so it may devour it." But he answered them, saying, "Death is not in your word nor in your

envy; nay, it is an ordinance written upon the forehead; wherefore, if aught be written upon my forehead, needs must it come to pass, and neither

endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution will deliver me therefrom; [but it will surely happen] even as happened to King Ibrahim and his son."

Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and who was his son?" And the youth said, "O king,.90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.? ? ? ? ? a. Story

of the Physician Douban xi.The Khalif laughed at his speech and said, "By Allah, this is none other than a pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and the

cause." "With all my heart," answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord, that my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia and that my father died and left me

wealth galore, of which I made two parts. One I laid up and with the other I betook myself to [the enjoyment of the pleasures of] friendship [and

conviviality] and consorting with comrades and boon-companions and with the sons of the merchants, nor did I leave one but I caroused with him

and he with me, and I spent all my money on companionship and good cheer, till there remained with me nought [of the first half of my good];

whereupon I betook myself to the comrades and cup-companions upon whom I had wasted my wealth, so haply they might provide for my case;

but, when I resorted to them and went round about to them all, I found no avail in one of them, nor broke any so much as a crust of bread in my

face. So I wept for myself and repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case. Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends; if thou have aught, they

make much of thee and devour thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee off and chase thee away.' Then I brought out the other half of my

money and bound myself by an oath that I would never more entertain any, except one night, after which I would never again salute him nor take

note of him; hence my saying to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur!' For that I will never again foregather with thee, after this

night.".When Er Reshid came to the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer was

eminently distinguished for generosity and munificence, and the stories of him to this effect are renowned and are written in the books. None of the

viziers attained to the rank and favour which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was wont to call him brother (157) and used to carry him with him

into his house. The period of his vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one day said to his son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed

trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but the better is as follows. Er Reshid could

not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour, and she was the loveliest woman of her

time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they

were married] and they used both to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber,

and they being both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She conceived by him and bore a handsome boy and

fearing Er Reshid, despatched the newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most High advance it in honour and
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increase it in venerance and nobility and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there befell despite between Abbaseh and one of her

slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the child to Er Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place. So, when the Khalif

made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the Barmecides that which

befell. (160).? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xlii.62. Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl ccclxxxiii.Quoth

the king, "Belike, if I hear this story, I shall gain wisdom from it; so I will not hasten in the slaying of this vizier, nor will I put him to death before

the thirty days have expired." Then he gave him leave to withdraw, and he went away to his own house..King Shehriyar marvelled at these things

and Shehrzad said to him, "Thou marvelledst at that which befell thee on the part of women; yet hath there befallen the kings of the Chosroes

before thee what was more grievous than that which befell thee, and indeed I have set forth unto thee that which betided khalifs and kings and

others than they with their women, but the exposition is long and hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that I have already told thee] is

sufficiency for the man of understanding and admonishment for the wise.".When she awoke, she said to the old man, "O elder, hast thou aught of

food?" And he answered, "O my lady, I have bread and olives." Quoth she, "That is food fit but for the like of thee. As for me, I will have nought

but roast lamb and broths and fat rissoled fowls and stuffed ducks and all manner meats dressed with [pounded nuts and almond-]kernels and

sugar." "O my lady," replied the Muezzin, "I never heard of this chapter in the Koran, nor was it revealed unto our lord Mohammed, whom God

bless and keep!" (31) She laughed and said, "O elder, the matter is even as thou sayest; but bring me inkhorn and paper." So he brought her what

she sought and she wrote a letter and gave it to him, together with a seal-ring from her finger, saying, "Go into the city and enquire for such an one

the money-changer and give him this my letter.".108. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii.Then the Khalif went forth and bade

decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were

spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof

till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to as of their story.".Then

there reigned after them an understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories, especially those which chronicle the

doings of kings and sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these marvellous and rare and delightful stories,

[written] in the thirty volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so on] to the last of them, and each book

pleased him more than that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that which he had read [therein] of stories and

discourse and witty traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy them and publish them in all lands and

climes; wherefore their report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One Night."

This is all that hath come down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..Now

there remained one after her; so we took her and drowned her and the eunuchs went away, whilst we dropped down the river with the boat till we

came to the mouth of the canal, where I saw my mistress awaiting me. So we took her up into the boat and returned to our pavilion on Er Rauzeh.

Then I rewarded the boatman and he took his boat and went away; whereupon quoth she to me, "Thou art indeed a friend in need." (189) And I

abode with her some days; but the shock wrought upon her so that she sickened and fell to wasting away and redoubled in languishment and

weakness till she died. I mourned for her with an exceeding mourning and buried her; after which I removed all that was in the pavilion to my own

house [and abandoned the former]..9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.75 El Fezl ben Rebiya (233) and the Old Bedouin dclx.So

the thief entered, he and the husband; and when they were both in the chamber, she locked on them the door, which was a stout one, and said to the

thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast fallen [into the trap] and now I have but to cry out and the officers of the police will come and take thee and

thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!' Quoth he, 'Let me go forth;' and she said, 'Thou art a man and I am a woman; and in thy hand is a knife and I am

afraid of thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the knife from me.' So she took the knife from him and said to her husband, 'Art thou a woman and he a man? Mar

his nape with beating, even as he did with thee; and if he put out his hand to thee, I will cry out and the police will come and take him and cut him

in sunder.' So the husband said to him, 'O thousand-horned, (248) O dog, O traitor, I owe thee a deposit, (249) for which thou dunnest me.' And he

fell to beating him grievously with a stick of live-oak, whilst he called out to the woman for help and besought her of deliverance; but she said,

'Abide in thy place till the morning, and thou shalt see wonders.' And her husband beat him within the chamber, till he [well- nigh] made an end of

him and he swooned away..Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and

that their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy,

made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the

better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the

draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and

complain that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the

people may resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth

himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of

the town and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear

him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more
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than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".? ? ? ? ? But now unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those

whom I cherish my soul with the wine of contentment regale..Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his

ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have

assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for

him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?'

asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the

king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour

changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot

be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.When the king had made an end of his story, he bade the bystanders spit in the Magian's

face and curse him; and they did this. Then he bade cut out his tongue and on the morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and pluck out his eyes.

On the third day he bade cut off his hands and on the fourth his feet; and they ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each member they cast

into the fire, after its cutting-off, before his face, till his soul departed, after he had endured torments of all kinds and fashions. The king bade

crucify his trunk on the city-wall three days' space; after which he let burn it and reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad in the air..? ? ?

? ? Under me's a slender camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..Nor," added the vizier, "is

this, O king of the age, more extraordinary or stranger than the story of the king and his chamberlain's wife; nay, the latter is rarer than this and

more delightsome.".? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, They'd leave their idols and her face for only Lord would know;.? ?

? ? ? a. The Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.? ? ? ? ? So be thou kind to me, for love my body wasteth sore, The thrall of passion I'm become its fires

consume me quite..Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed him not and insisted upon him

with threats and blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy wife (247) [that thou hast

nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder chamber?' Then she turned

to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning which he had sworn falsely.

So he drubbed him grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was and that he should take it

up..Death, The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his, i. 291..When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the

nurse, charged her keep the secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess broke it open and read it and apprehended

its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because of this

correspondence and of these verses." And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy heart is

void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following

verses:.God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.As for Queen Kemeriyeh,

she flew off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at

hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive

the affair as thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take

counsel, one with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is

my palace] and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There

will we [take up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and

needs must she see us and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to

molest her on any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace

and put to death all who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he

will return upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.'

Then they bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the

sea and embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand

Afrits betake themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for them there..118. The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of

the Khalif El Mamoun El Hikim bi Amrillak M.? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on

kettle-drums amain..So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles,

and when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me

my water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy

from El Akil's camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of

which of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to

Akil," answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him,

"What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I.".The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..In this island is a

river of very sweet water, issuing from the shore of the sea and entering in at a wide cavern in the skirt of an inaccessible mountain, and the stones
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of the island are all limpid sparkling crystal and jacinths of price. Therein also is a spring of liquid, welling up like [molten] pitch, and when it

cometh to the shore of the island, the fish swallow it, then return and cast it up, and it becometh changed from its condition and that which it was

aforetime; and it is crude ambergris. Moreover, the trees of the island are all of the most precious aloes-wood, both Chinese and Comorin; but there

is no way of issue from the place, for it is as an abyss midmost the sea; the steepness of its shore forbiddeth the drawing up of ships, and if any

approach the mountain, they fall into the eddy aforesaid; nor is there any resource (205) in that island..When the king heard this, he said in himself,

"Since the tither repented, in consequence of the admonitions [of the woodcutter], it behoves that I spare this vizier, so I may hear the story of the

thief and the woman." And he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging..There was once in the land of Hind a king of illustrious station, endowed

with understanding and good sense, and his name was Shah Bekht. He had a vizier, a man of worth and intelligence, prudent in counsel,

conformable to him in his governance and just in his judgment; wherefore his enviers were many and many were the hypocrites, who sought in him

faults and set snares for him, so that they insinuated into King Shah Bekht's eye hatred and rancour against him and sowed despite against him in

his heart; and plot followed after plot, till [at last] the king was brought to arrest him and lay him in prison and confiscate his good and avoid his

estate. (77).The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of worship and magnificence. Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the

people of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the costliest of rarities and the prince's mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy.

Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin]

that this was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by, [without partaking of their hospitality],

it should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise they abode days and months.."There was

once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to

sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own

goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King

Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to

him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter

she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..? ? ? ? ? She shot

at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..Mariyeh opened the mantle, and when

she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah, O

Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad is empty of him and I

hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following verses:.Moreover, King Shehriyar

summoned chroniclers and copyists and bade them write all that had betided him with his wife, first and last; so they wrote this and named it "The

Stories of the Thousand Nights and One Night." The book came to (195) thirty volumes and these the king laid up in his treasury. Then the two

kings abode with their wives in all delight and solace of life, for that indeed God the Most High had changed their mourning into joyance; and on

this wise they continued till there took them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who maketh void the dwelling-places and

peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to the mercy of God the Most High; their houses were laid waste and their palaces ruined and the

kings inherited their riches..135. Jouder and his Brothers dcvi.O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..Meanwhile, news was brought

that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the prisons, giving

each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe

and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene, who abode still in the Prison of Blood,

saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we return." Then said El Fezl

to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin called out to him from

within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed. This is a day of

clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a dinar. So the young

man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed his condition was

changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and cast him into another

calamity..44. Haroun er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.The prince thanked them and said to them, 'God requite you with all

good, for indeed ye give me loyal counsel; but whither would ye have me go?' Quoth they, 'Get thee to the land of the Greeks, the abiding-place of

thy mother.' And he said, 'My grandfather Suleiman Shah, when the King of the Greeks wrote to him, demanding my mother in marriage,

concealed my affair and hid my secret; [and she hath done the like,] and I cannot make her a liar.' 'Thou sayst sooth,' rejoined they; 'but we desire

thine advantage, and even if thou tookest service with the folk, it were a means of thy continuance [on life].' Then each of them brought out to him

money and gave to him and clad him and fed him and fared on with him a parasang's distance till they brought him far from the city, and giving

him to know that he was safe, departed from him, whilst he fared on till he came forth of the dominions of his uncle and entered those [of the king]

of the Greeks. Then he entered a village and taking up his abode therein, betook himself to serving one there in ploughing and sowing and the

like..His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, iii. 42.Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii. 144..40. Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik
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ben Salih dlxv.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi.? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.We sat down and I looked at him who had

opened the door to us, and behold he was lopped of the hand. I misliked this of him, and when I had sat a little longer, there entered a man, who

filled the lamps in the saloon and lit the candles; and behold, he also was handlopped. Then came the folk and there entered none except he were

lopped of the hand, and indeed the house was full of these. When the assembly was complete, the host entered and the company rose to him and

seated him in the place of honour. Now he was none other than the man who had fetched me, and he was clad in sumptuous apparel, but his hands

were in his sleeves, so that I knew not how it was with them. They brought him food and he ate, he and the company; after which they washed their

hands and the host fell to casting furtive glances at me..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth waste my frame, have ruth on me And quench my

yearning and the fires by passion in me fed..? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body

wastes amain..Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him]; and they walked till they came to their

[landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the

house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they

decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on the night of its full. When Ishac

returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls had done with her and

thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing,

teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over her three months, what while she abode with him in

the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and

her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked

on her..So Selim came forward and kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to him his story from beginning to end, till

the time of their coming to that city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen into the hands of the cook and that which

had betided him [with him] and what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he told him how the

cook had made him his brother's slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the princess and become king and how life was

not pleasant to him till he should foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a second time and acquainted her with that

which had betided him of sickness and disease for the space of a full-told year..? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.Sitt el Milah,

Noureddin Ali of Damascus and, iii. 3..92. The Foolish Schoolmaster cccciii.King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..Locust, The Hawk

and the, ii. 50..Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her husband was weak;

(211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived

by him [and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am

indeed the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a

king's son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given

largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not

but with cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he

gave him wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".Then they accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not

sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand dirhems; but he refused and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that

which he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price reached five thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell

him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast

no knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of

this ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood its folk.'.It chanced one day that they sallied forth

to stop the way and fell in upon a caravan in the night; but the people of the caravan were on their guard; so they joined battle with the robbers and

overcame them and slew them and the boy fell wounded and abode cast down in that place till the morrow, when he opened his eyes and finding

his comrades slain, lifted himself up and rose to walk in the way. Presently, there met him a man, a treasure-seeker, and said to him, 'Whither goest

thou, O youth?' So he told him what had betided him and the other said, 'Be of good heart, for that [the season of] thy fair fortune is come and God

bringeth thee joy and solace. I am one who am in quest of a hidden treasure, wherein is vast wealth. So come with me, that thou mayst help me, and

I will give thee wealth, wherewith thou shalt provide thyself thy life long.' Then he carried the youth to his dwelling and dressed his wound, and he

abode with him some days, till he was rested; when he took him and two beasts and all that he needed, and they fared on till they came to a

precipitous mountain..?OF TRUST IN GOD..I abode in my house, ill, a whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my

shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a

Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had

sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a

great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to

look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman
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followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's

space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I

have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware

lest thou cross me;' and went away..? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image came to visit me, what

while in dreams I lay?.? ? ? ? ? Repression's draught, by cups, from the beloved's hand I've quaffed; with colocynth for wine she hath me plied..? ?

? ? ? And whenas the dogs at a fountain have lapped, The lions to drink of the water forbear.".Now I was drunken and my clothes were drenched

with the blood; and as I passed along the road, I met a thief. When he saw me, he knew me and said to me, "Harkye, such an one!" "Well?"

answered I, and he said, "What is that thou hast with thee?" So I acquainted him with the case and he took the head from me. Then we went on till

we came to the river, where he washed the head and considering it straitly, said, "By Allah, this is my brother, my father's son. and he used to

spunge upon the folk." Then he threw the head into the river. As for me, I was like a dead man [for fear]; but he said to me, "Fear not neither

grieve, for thou art quit of my brother's blood.".As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein and

crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to

them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when

they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have

taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our

horsemen and carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most

High, then by thy life.".Now he feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot should follow him to the place and find nothing and so his

plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread with me." So the idiot went with him to his

lodging and he seated him there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat from his house and bought dainty

food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again; after which he returned to his lodging and gave the

idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst the latter repaired to

his hiding- place and took the pot.Ten Viziers, The, i. 61.22. Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat ccl.44. El Mamoun and Zubeideh dlxviii.HAROUN ER

RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES. (84).? ? ? ? ? a. The Mouse and the Flea cli.Presently, El Abbas looked out of the

window of the saloon and saw thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but

therein was no sign of inhabitants. So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy

victual till thou tell me what is the reason of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he

was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and left none other heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in

Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love

and I would have thee never absent from my sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to

him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if

it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of me its price.".The Khalif assigned them pensions and allowances and as for Noureddin, his father

brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not

the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the

most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to the

mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried and made them expiations

and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared them in splendour and fondness, what while his wealth

waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el

Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of

Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come down to us of their story.
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