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Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the
writings of the sages and the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing
apprehension. She heard that which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children; whereupon compassion gat hold
upon her for them and jealousy and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God
answered her prayer. Then she took counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation of the people's
children; and it is that I will go up to the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to
me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories,
wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance
will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in the world to come, for that
indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I
read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that languished with longing endure
A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.? ? ? ? ? Sans fault of mine, my blood and tears he shed and beggared me
Of him I love, yet for himself gained nought thereby whate'er..? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.As for King El Aziz, he lived after this seven years
and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High; whereupon his son El Abbas carried him forth to burial on such wise as beseemeth unto
kings and let make recitations and readings of the Koran, in whole or in part, over his tomb. He kept up the mourning for his father a full-told
month, at the end of which time he sat down on the throne of the kingship and judged and did justice and distributed silver and gold. Moreover, he
loosed all who were in the prisons and abolished grievances and customs dues and did the oppressed justice of the oppressor; wherefore the people
prayed for him and loved him and invoked on him endurance of glory and kingship and length of continuance [on life] and eternity of prosperity
and happiness. Moreover, the troops submitted to him and the hosts from all parts of the kingdom, and there came to him presents from all the
lands. The kings obeyed him and many were his troops and his grandees, and his subjects lived with him the most easeful and prosperous of lives..?
? ? ? ? Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.? ? ? ? ? The curtain
of delight, perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..On the morrow, the Commander
of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I
would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and
obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him,
neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these
three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote
a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..The master of police held
his hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I
am the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk
[crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said
to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the
sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So
the master of police held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy
ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast true.".? ? ? ? ? I supplicate Him, who parted us and doomed Our
separation, that we may meet again..Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..There was once in a certain city a woman fair of favour, who had to
lover a trooper. Her husband was a fuller, and when he went out to his business, the trooper used to come to her and abide with her till the time of
the fuller's return, when he would go away. On this wise they abode awhile, till one day the trooper said to his mistress, 'I mean to take me a house
near unto thine and dig an underground passage from my house to thy house, and do thou say to thy husband, "My sister hath been absent with her
husband and now they have returned from their travels; and I have made her take up her sojourn in my neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her
at all times. So go thou to her husband the trooper and offer him thy wares [for sale], and thou wilt see my sister with him and wilt see that she is I
and I am she, without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my sister's husband and give ear to that which he shall say to thee."'.Officer's Story, The
Seventh, ii. 150..The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, ii. 224.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?"
"Heman ben Ghalib el Ferezdec," (55) answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith, glorying in adultery ..." [And he repeated the following
verses:].When Abou Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah
rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter
and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers
saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they
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bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should practise..Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it
befell that he passed under the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met
those of the princess, whereupon his wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and
to Him we return!" But he feared for himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the
creatures of God the Most High. When he reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from
change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and
patience doth away vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my cheeks and to my soul,.? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxliii.Journeyman and the Girl, The, ii.
17..The Fifth Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God had created nought else whereat
to jeer?".37. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer dlv.? ? ? ? ? Ask mine eyes whether slumber hath lit on their lids since the hour of
your loss Or if aye on a lover they've looked. Nay, an ye believe not their tale,.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.Then they fell to
journeying night and day, and as they went, behold, they sighted a camp of the camps of the Arabs. So El Abbas enquired thereof and was told that
it was the camp of the Benou Zuhreh. Now there were around them sheep and cattle, such as filled the earth, and they were enemies to El Akil, the
cousin of El Abbas, upon whom they still made raids and took his cattle; wherefore he used to pay them tribute every year, for that he availed not
to cope with them. When El Abbas came near the camp, he dismounted from his courser and his servant Aamir also dismounted; and they set down
the victual and ate their sufficiency and rested awhile of the day. Then said the prince to Aamir, "Fetch water and give the horses to drink and draw
water for us in thy water-bag, by way of provision for the road.".? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi.? ? ? ? ? And unto Irak fared, my
way to thee to make, And crossed the stony wastes i' the darkness of the night..48. The Thief and the Money-Changer ccxliv.12. The Waterfowl
and the Tortoise cxlviii.The company marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story
yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt
doubt and certainty..Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he
swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and
that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed
by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning.
Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..When El Aziz had sat awhile, he
summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five
of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over
each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning
their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but
came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and
horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at
them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these
are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them..Then he wept till he wet his gray hairs and the king was moved to compassion for him and
granted him that which he sought and vouchsafed him that night's respite..Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at
Aboulhusn's head, whilst the rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard
the noise of lutes and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the
palace, with the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I
am fearful of the hospital and of that which I suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God,
put thou Satan to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still]
found the apartment lighted and the girls singing..? ? ? ? ? And dromedaries, too, of price and goodly steeds and swift Of many a noble breed, yet
found no favour in my eyne!"."O king," answered the youth, "if there have betided thee talk because of me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those who
have brought on thee this talk from the folk are these wicked viziers, who devise with the folk and tell them foul things and evil concerning the
king's house; but I trust in God that He will cause their malice to revert upon their heads. As for the king's menace of me with slaughter, I am in the
grasp of his hand; so let not the king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for that I am like unto the sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will, he
slaughtereth him, and if he will, he looseth him. As for the delaying of my slaughter, it [proceedeth] not [from] the king, but from Him in whose
hand is my life; for, by Allah, O king, if God willed my slaughter, thou couldst not avail to postpone it, no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man
availeth not to fend off evil from himself, even as it was with the son of King Suleiman Shah, whose anxiety and carefulness for the
accomplishment of his desire of the new-born child [availed him nothing], for his last hour was deferred how many a time! and God saved him
until he had accomplished his [foreordained] period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his life.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's
Fourth Brother clviii.When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I shall
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overcome mine enemy by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by Allah.'
Quoth he, 'I am King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they dismounted from their horses and kissed his stirrup,
to do him honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, my life is a light matter to me and I put my
trust in God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this suffice thee! We will do with thee that which
is in our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our goods and our lives, and we are his chief officers
and the most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow after thee, for that the inclination of the people,
all of them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..Presently, his
father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who]
read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for
indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill
him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O
my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first
to last, whereupon the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father and brother and
said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..The old
man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they directed him. So he gave him the ring and the
letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then he repaired to the market and buying
all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter took him and went with him to the mosque, where
he relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate, he and she, of those rich meats, till
they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that my place I must forsake, Do
solace me with beds, whereon at ease I lie..? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his
pride..116. Iskender Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk cccclxiv.Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking leave of the kings,
Meimoun sought his opportunity, whenas he saw the place empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to the confines of the
sky and flew away with her. Presently, Iblis came to look for Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the slave-girls buffeting
their faces; so he said to them, 'Out on ye! What is to do?' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown away with
her.' When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to which the earth trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off Tuhfeh from my
very palace and outrage mine honour? Doubtless, this Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth quaked therefor,
and rose up into the air..When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he be brought to release him,
by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his former case, so should their plots be marred and their ranks
degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that which he had known from that man nor would forget that wherewith he was
familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over
falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and
their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the
Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the
planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty
degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of
the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and
the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he
suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..All this while the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him
and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he
bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith
the Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who had brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry
this fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own house], set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from
him and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's
Wife dcccclxxxviii.When the banquet was ended and the folk had dispersed, the king said to El Abbas, "I would fain have thee [abide] with me and
I will buy thee a house, so haply we may requite thee the high services for which we are beholden to thee; for indeed thy due is imperative [upon
us] and thy worth is magnified in our eyes; and indeed we have fallen short of thy due in the matter of distance." (83) When the prince heard the
king's speech, he rose and sat down (84) and kissing the earth, returned thanks for his bounty and said, "I am the king's servant, wheresoever I may
be, and under his eye." Then he recounted to him the story of the merchant and the manner of the buying of the house, and the king said, "Indeed, I
would fain have had thee with me and in my neighbourhood.".97. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover
dclxxxviii.Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay court to Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in making
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war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army. His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king
of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his brother's son
in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it
was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he made
answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that
day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and presents with him..24. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls cclxxi.Then
they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and
thereon were graven the following verses:.The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled
Is not her like who naked comes with thee to intercede.'.The fuller gave not over sleeping till sunrise, when he awoke and finding himself in this
plight, misdoubted of his affair and imagined that he was a Turk and abode putting one foot forward and drawing the other back. Then said he in
himself, 'I will go to my dwelling, and if my wife know me, then am I Ahmed the fuller; but, if she know me not, I am a Turk.' So he betook
himself to his house; but when the artful baggage his wife saw him, she cried out in his face, saying, 'Whither away, O trooper? Wilt thou break
into the house of Ahmed the fuller, and he a man of repute, having a brother-in-law a Turk, a man of high standing with the Sultan? An thou depart
not, I will acquaint my husband and he will requite thee thy deed.'.33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.Then he arose and
going in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122)
thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal
the King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily,
the occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions
accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben
Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.Forehead, Of that which is written on
the, i. 136..Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou
shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.Endeavour against Persistent Ill
Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70..Now there accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would
have put him to death; but the Arab said, "God quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made none guardian over them; so, if the king see
fit to grant me leave to go to them, I will give him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him, whenas I have appointed them a guardian."
En Numan had compassion on him and said to him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return
not, I will put him to death." Now there was with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai (172) looked at him and said,.? ? ? ? ?
Repression's draught, by cups, from the beloved's hand I've quaffed; with colocynth for wine she hath me plied..The Seventh Night of the
Month..Then she turned to her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take thy
troops and go to him, for that, when he heareth this, he in his turn will levy his troops and come forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle and
prolong the fighting with him and make a show to him of weakness and giving way. Meantime, I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh and
delivering her, what while he is occupied with you in battle; and when my messenger cometh to thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten
possession of Tuhfeh and that she is with me, do thou return upon Meimoun forthright and destroy him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner.
But, if my device succeed not with him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for
her will abide in our hearts.' Quoth Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call among the troops to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand
cavaliers, doughty men of war, joined themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's country..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxlix.Then said he to
Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again
will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be
upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce
propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the
guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech.
Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food
and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave
and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.? ? ? ? ? No slaves
with me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood
And my branches turn back to it there..When it was the appointed time, there came to us the man of the Sultan's guards, [who had accompanied the
Jew, when he came to complain of the loss of the money,] and said, "The Sultan biddeth you nail up (143) the Jew and bring the money, for that
there is no way by which five thousand dinars can be lost." Wherefore we knew that our device sufficed not. So I went forth and finding a young
man, a Haurani, (144) passing the road, laid hands on him and stripped him and beat him with palm-rods. Then I clapped him in irons and carrying
him to the prefecture, beat him again, saying to them, "This is the thief who stole the money." And we strove to make him confess; but he would
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not confess. So we beat him a third and a fourth time, till we were weary and exhausted and he became unable to return an answer. But, when we
had made an end of beating and tormenting him, he said, "I will fetch the money forthright.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons
ccccxliv.Woman of the Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers and
said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed
unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God decreed unto my son, he
hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and
not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his breast and embraced him
and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that
pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty
to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and died and his son
reigned in his stead..It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, ii. 51..? ? ? ? ? Though little, with beauty myself I've adorned; So the
flowers are my subjects and I am their queen..When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not
to lie and that nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he
abide it, though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and
overmastering desire and the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When
King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But
Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the
guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".Then
said the king, "How long wilt thou beguile us with thy prate, O youth? But now the hour of thy slaughter is come." And he bade crucify him upon
the gibbet. [So they carried him to the place of execution] and were about to hoist him up [upon the cross,] when, behold, the captain of the thieves,
who had found him and reared him, (141) came up at that moment and asked what was that assembly and [the cause of] the crowds gathered there.
They told him that a servant of the king had committed a great crime and that he was about to put him to death. So the captain of the thieves
pressed forward and looking upon the prisoner, knew him, whereupon he went up to him and embraced him and clipped him and fell to kissing him
upon his mouth. Then said he, "This is a boy whom I found under such a mountain, wrapped in a gown of brocade, and I reared him and he fell to
stopping the way with us. One day, we set upon a caravan, but they put us to flight and wounded some of us and took the boy and went their way.
From that day to this I have gone round about the lands in quest of him, but have not lighted on news of him [till now;] and this is he.".So she
donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he,
'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired
to the young man's house and knocked at the door. The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to
her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she
entered and did her occasion and made the ablution and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel
said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There
standeth up no woman [to prayer] before him, who hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and
giveth her tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to
the idol and question him of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with
thee in weal.'.As for Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and talked with him awhile; then she fell to kissing him between the eyes and on his hand
and asked him that which she had promised Sitt el Milah, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found in this world;
but, if she go about in quest of him and find him not, her hopes will be cut off and her mind will be set at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that,
what while she abideth in hope, she will never cease from her frowardness." And she gave not over cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to
go forth and make search for her lord a month's space and ordered her an eunuch to attend her and bade the paymaster [of the household] give her
all she needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or more. So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and
acquainted her with that which had passed [between herself and the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand and thanked her and called down
blessings on her..? ? ? ? ? Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept tryst doth watch the weary
night!.? ? ? ? ? b. The Enchanted Youth xxi.So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its justness and said to
him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he entreated him friendly and the
merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the man of understanding company with those
of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more
extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of
despair, worn out with effort all in vain..The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right
goodly story I heard at a wedding..'A great theft had been committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of
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considerable value and they (140) pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As
for me, I sallied forth with five men and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a
parasang or two parasangs' distance from the city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the
water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on
thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his
bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he
loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..Drink ever,
O lovers, I rede you, of wine, ii. 230..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth vii 3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad ix.? ? ? ? ? All
through the day its light and when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..?THE NINTH OFFICER'S
STORY..?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.So, when it was the foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading a veil over him, cried
out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women. Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of the money, and
hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a
cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do with him what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his
gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas, my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and
condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I
arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge
of this and no tidings.'.'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart will not grieve..103. The Loves of Abou Isa
and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He who pardoneth errors alike to slave and free; On Him is my reliance in good and evil cheer..When they
were grown familiar with him, the queen-mother fell to sending [privily] for the amirs, one by one, and swearing them to secrecy; and when she
was assured of their trustworthiness, she discovered to them that the king had left but a daughter and that she had done this but that she might
continue the kingship in his family and that the governance should not go forth from them; after which she told them that she was minded to marry
her daughter with the new-comer, her father's brother's son, and that he should be the holder of the kingship. They approved of her proposal and
when she had discovered the secret to the last of them [and assured herself of their support], she published the news abroad and sent for the cadis
and assessors, who drew up the contract of marriage between Selim and the princess, and they lavished gifts upon the troops and overwhelmed
them with bounties. Then was the bride carried in procession to the young man and the kingship was stablished unto him and the governance of the
realm..When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I know
the cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I
not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set
before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They
gave not over eating thus till they were content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their hands..Mariyeh
opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said
to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad
is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following
verses:.Women's Craft, ii. 287..? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..Wife,
Firouz aad his, i. 209..Then he again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse with him and questioned him of the band and how
he came to escape, he alone of them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which God the Most High delivered thee from them, for that they
would not obey my speech; wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with them.' And I said, 'By Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast
the cause of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech God the Most High for safety, for that these
[wretches] practise upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most extraordinary adventure of all that befell thee in this
villainy thou wast wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not present when they did on this wise, for that my part with
them was to concern myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I have heard that the most extraordinary thing that befell
them was on this wise..WP="BR1">.All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came
forward and said, 'I will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves.
(Quoth he).?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..37. Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein
were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the king sent unto it
such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought such of them as
befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the goods and set
over them who should keep watch over them..? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely women are likened unto me; Indeed, amongst the gardens I open many an
eye..Relief of God, Of the Speedy, i. 174..So she arose and tearing her clothes, went in to the king, in the presence of the viziers, and cast herself
upon him, saying, "O king, falleth my shame not upon thee and fearest thou not reproach? Indeed, this is not of the behoof of kings that their
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jealousy over their women should be thus [laggard]. Thou art heedless and all the folk of the realm prate of thee, men and women. So either slay
him, that the talk may be cut off, or slay me, if thy soul will not consent to his slaughter." Thereupon the king's wrath waxed hot and he said to her,
"I have no pleasure in his continuance [on life] and needs must I slay him this day. So return to thy house and comfort thy heart.".? ? ? ? ? b. The
Controller's Story xxvii.? ? ? ? ? The raven of parting croaks loud at our door; Alas, for our raven cleaves fast to us aye!
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