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THE NIGHT VJ GOT SAVED
? ? ? ? ? How many a lover, who aspires to union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked of that whereon he's bent!.So, when he
arose in the morning, he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him that which the old woman had taught him; whereat the vizier marvelled and said
to him, 'What sayst thou of a man, who seeth in his house four holes, and in each a viper offering to come out and kill him, and in his house are
four staves and each hole may not be stopped but with the ends of two staves? How shall he stop all the holes and deliver himself from the vipers?'
When the merchant heard this, there betided him [of concern] what made him forget the first and he said to the vizier, 'Grant me time, so I may
consider the answer.' 'Go out,' replied the vizier, 'and bring me the answer, or I will seize thy good.'.Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves
and bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142) commanding that all who loved the king should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So
there fell dresses of honour [and other presents] on him, till he was wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the
mastership of the police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these
wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter." "O my father," answered the prince, "I had no fault [in their eyes] but that I was a loyal counsellor to
thee and still kept watch over thy good and withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and envied me and plotted against
me and sought to slay me," Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou we should do with them in
requital of that which they did with thee? For that they have endeavoured for thy slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my
honour among the kings.".Accordingly, they all went in to the king one day (and Abou Temam was present among them,) and mentioned the affair
of the damsel, the king's daughter of the Turks, and enlarged upon her charms, till the king's heart was taken with her and he said to them, 'We will
send one to demand her in marriage for us; but who shall be our messenger?' Quoth the viziers, 'There is none for this business but Abou Temam,
by reason of his wit and good breeding;' and the king said, 'Indeed, even as ye say, none is fitting for this affair but he.' Then he turned to Abou
Temam and said to him, 'Wilt thou not go with my message and seek me [in marriage] the king's daughter of the Turks?' and he answered,
'Hearkening and obedience, O king.'.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.? ?
? ? ? Ye're gone and desolated by your absence is the world: Requital, ay, or substitute to seek for you 'twere vain..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story
cxxxvi.100. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcclvi.When King Shah Bekht heard this story, it pleased
him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her,
and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel
(216) is more generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay
with her and did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little
daughter; in whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..Then they
agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried
from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and
fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the
journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing
to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an underground dungeon
and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to
him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..'There was once an old man renowned for roguery, and he went, he and his
mates, to one of the markets and stole thence a parcel of stuffs. Then they separated and returned each to his quarter. Awhile after this, the old man
assembled a company of his fellows and one of them pulled out a costly piece of stuff and said, "Will any one of you sell this piece of stuff in its
own market whence it was stolen, that we may confess his [pre-eminence in] sharping?" Quoth the old man, "I will;" and they said, "Go, and God
the Most High prosper thee!".THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).Tuhfeh entered the bath, after she had put off her
clothes, and behold, the basin thereof was overlaid with gold set with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other jewels; so she extolled the
perfection of God the Most High and hallowed Him for the magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that bath. Then she made her
ablutions in that basin and pronouncing the Magnification of Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else had escaped her of
prayers; (208) after which she went out and walked in that garden among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and gillyflowers and
thyme and violets and sweet basil, till she came to the door of the pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which should betide Er
Reshid after her, whenas he should come to her pavilion and find her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till presently sleep took her
and she slept.Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was
vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the more
their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would
return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the
Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never
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heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on you!].Then the rest of the women of the
palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's
height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its greatness and
saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on
wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and he was
confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he saw
him not, and laughed..92. The Foolish Schoolmaster cccciii.? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.Midst colours, my colour excelleth in
light, ii. 258..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii.?THE EIGHTH OFFICER'S STORY..King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i.
273..Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..There was once a man of fortune, who lost his wealth, and chagrin
and melancholy got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him of his wealth about a score of dinars and
he used to beg alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he would gather together and lay to the dinars that were left him. Now there was in
that town a vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying upon him and gave
not over watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he had with him of money and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as
if] to make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he went away and the sharper
came and taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was.."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and
keep him!) is well known and to comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the
Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he
recited the following verses:.Presently, up came the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn
and his wife both stretched out [apparently] dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of
my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not
forestall me with talk and prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his
breast with two bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a
concubine other than she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died
after her; (40) so it is I who have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".When it was the seventh day, the seventh vizier, whose name was Bihkemal,
came in to the king and prostrating himself to him, said, "O king, what doth thy long-suffering with this youth advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk
of thee and of him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death?" The vizier's words aroused the king's anger and he bade bring the
youth. So they brought him before him, shackled, and Azadbekht said to him, "Out on thee! By Allah, after this day there abideth no deliverance
for thee from my hand, for that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can be no forgiveness for thee.".There was once a king of the kings of
the earth, who dwelt in a populous (236) city, abounding in good; but he oppressed its people and used them foully, so that he ruined (237) the city;
and he was named none other than tyrant and misdoer. Now he was wont, whenas he heard of a masterful man (238) in another land, to send after
him and tempt him with money to take service with him; and there was a certain tither, who exceeded all his brethren in oppression of the people
and foulness of dealing. So the king sent after him and when he stood before him, he found him a mighty man (239) and said to him, 'Thou hast
been praised to me, but meseemeth thou overpassest the description. Set out to me somewhat of thy sayings and doings, so I may be dispensed
therewith from [enquiring into] all thy circumstance.' 'With all my heart,' answered the other. 'Know, O king, that I oppress the folk and people
(240) the land, whilst other than I wasteth (241) it and peopleth it not.'.9. Kemerezzeman and Budour ccxviii.When the king heard the vizier's story,
it pleased him and he bade him go to his house..? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case with
she-things passing fine,.? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's goal, alas I have hidden, in their track Still will I follow on until the very planets
wane..26. The City of Lebtait cclxxii.82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.? ? ? ? ? And if a creature in his tears could
swim, as in a sea, I to do this of all that breathe were surely first and sole..?STORY OF THE THREE MEN AND OUR LORD JESUS..Therewith
Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced and said, "Indeed, this is an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright and she shut his eyes and
tied his feet and covered him with the kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress and uncovering her head,
let down her hair and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she said to her, "What plight is
this [in which I see thee]? What is thy story and what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and crying out the while, "O my
lady, may thy head live and mayst thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." The Lady Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for
Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And she wept for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and
said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go, lay him out and carry him forth.".?Story of King Ibrahim and His Son..? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day
resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding darkness were..Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii.
211.? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dcxv.Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself
be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut
thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the
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skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and
polishing] of jewels.'.The kings and all those who were present rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and the accursed Iblis came up to Tuhfeh
and kissing her hand, said to her, 'There abideth but little of the night; so do thou tarry with us till the morrow, when we will apply ourselves to the
wedding (203) and the circumcision.' Then all the Jinn went away, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and Iblis said, 'Go ye up with Tuhfeh to the
garden for the rest of the night.' So Kemeriyeh took her and carried her into the garden. Now this garden contained all manner birds, nightingale
and mocking-bird and ringdove and curlew (204) and other than these of all the kinds, and therein were all kinds of fruits. Its channels (205) were
of gold and silver and the water thereof, as it broke forth of its conduits, was like unto fleeing serpents' bellies, and indeed it was as it were the
Garden of Eden. (206).Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..Then they left him and dispersed and one of the sons fell to spying upon his
father, so that he saw him hide the treasure without the city. When he had made an end of burying it, he returned to his house; and when the
morning morrowed, his son repaired to the place where he had seen his father bury the treasure and dug and took it and went his way. When the
[hour of the] old man's admission [to the mercy of God] drew nigh, he called his sons to him and acquainted them with the place where he had
hidden his riches. As soon as he was dead, they went and dug up the treasure and found wealth galore, for that the money, which the first son had
taken by stealth, was on the surface and he knew not that under it was other money. So they took it and divided it and the first son took his share
with the rest and laid it to that which he had taken aforetime, behind [the backs of] his father and his brethren. Then he took to wife the daughter of
his father's brother and was vouchsafed by her a male child, who was the goodliest of the folk of his time..? ? ? ? ? No sin is there in drinking of
wine, for it affords All that's foretold (117) of union and love and happy cheer..? ? ? ? ? The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink
and all in vain for succour I implore..?Story of the Unlucky Merchant..? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of
care, for long desire to wakefulness a prey..THE FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER. (174).23. Er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides
ccccxxxiv.After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon him, and none, who questioned him, would he
acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she asked him of [the cause of] his grief, he
answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew that the king's grief arose from
regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the two boys and spy upon them, so he
might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he saw them spread out the gold before
them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy aught therewith neither spend it
upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other answered, 'Had we known that the
king would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.Then the girl went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and
set out after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after them all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my
place, with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no
need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she
brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and
she went away [and returned not to me] till six months had passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and bought and made other
thousand dinars profit [on it]..Now the king, who had plundered Abou Sabir['s goods] and driven him forth of his village, had an enemy; and the
latter took horse against him and overcame him and captured his [capital] city; wherefore he addressed himself to flight and came to Abou Sabir's
city, craving protection of him and seeking that he should succour him. He knew not that the king of the city was the headman whom he had
despoiled; so he presented himself before him and made complaint to him; but Abou Sabir knew him and said to him, 'This is somewhat of the
issue of patience. God the Most High hath given me power over thee.' Then he bade his guards plunder the [unjust] king and his attendants; so they
plundered them and stripping them of their clothes, put them forth of his country. When Abou Sabir's troops saw this, they marvelled and said,
'What is this deed that the king doth? There cometh a king to him, craving protection, and he despoileth him! This is not of the fashion of kings.'
But they dared not [be]speak [him] of this..Therewithal Sindbad the Sailor bestowed largesse upon him and made him his boon-companion, and he
abode, leaving him not night or day, to the last of their lives. Praise be to God the Glorious, the Omnipotent, the Strong, the Exalted of estate,
Creator of heaven and earth and land and sea, to whom belongeth glorification! Amen. Amen. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds! Amen..? ?
? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold, my loved ones
all are ta'en from me away..Destiny, Of, i. 136..The Third Day..When Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to
him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called
to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What would the king with me?" asked he, and they answered, "We know not."
Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water," answered they, "and found a man by the water. So we questioned him of his
case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried him perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his case and he told him
that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself to his camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off
his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring the
king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and
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fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with
us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full and brimming o'er With limpid wine we plunder,
that pass from friend to friend..19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath
merited grievous punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but,
as for the woman, I am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when
Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman,
and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..It befell one day that the king had occasion to
make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter
of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth
Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my
heart.'.? ? ? ? ? Then get thee gone nor covet that which thou shall ne'er obtain; So shall it be, although the time seem near and the event..? ? ? ? ? h.
The Drop of Honey dlxxxii."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and
delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind
and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the
lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we
[set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..83. Adi ben Zeid and the
Princess Hind dclxviii.Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..So the young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse,
returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the
other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy
slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this and he carried him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat
and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for
the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price and we have
bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, and he would fain have thee be present with him.".Twelfth
Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide
and kindnesses kindness entail..As I sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of
such an one the physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard this, I
misliked to make a scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the door
opened, when I rushed in and entering, found the company engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and they
returned my greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had denounced
them to me, but I had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness. Then they
brought out to me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..On this wise he continued to do for the space of a
whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and pass the
night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he
looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat
what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he
conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning
thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over talking with
him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as
he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he
removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself
by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..Fuller and his Wife, The, i. 261..The master of police held
his hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I
am the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk
[crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said
to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the
sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So
the master of police held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".? ? ? ? ? Though Fortune whiles to
thee belike may be unjust, Her seasons change and man's excused if he transgress..King Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of, i. 150.They tell that
Haroun er Reshid was sitting one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a woman and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful,
may God accomplish thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done
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justice (85) and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present with him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her
saying?" And they answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander of the Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she
purposeth only in this an imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath taken it from the saying of the poet,
'When an affair is accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As for her saying 'God
cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which
they were given, we took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God increase thee in elevation!' she took it from
the saying of the poet, 'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice
and wrought equitably,' it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn aside, verily, God of that which ye do is
aware;' (90) and] 'As for the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).? ? ? ? ? Why to estrangement and despite inclin'st thou with the
spy? Yet that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story i.? ? ? ? ? But for the spying of
the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen Wild cattle's eyes and antelopes' tresses of sable sheen..Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad
and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they
deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city.
Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and
notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end
of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of
this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy,
wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant
in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my
friend related to me.".The Third Night of the Month.NOTE..? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he brought, full fair of shape and hue, Whose collars,
anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad xxviii.(Conclusion).So the affair was concluded and we drew up
the contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the Most High
aught more loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress, whom I had seen [at the
lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go mad for vexation and
fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in the morning, there
came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for breakfast?" But I
replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine, ii. 230..Hakim (El) bi
Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun, iii. 171.."O king," answered the youth, "if there have betided thee talk
because of me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those who have brought on thee this talk from the folk are these wicked viziers, who devise with the
folk and tell them foul things and evil concerning the king's house; but I trust in God that He will cause their malice to revert upon their heads. As
for the king's menace of me with slaughter, I am in the grasp of his hand; so let not the king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for that I am like
unto the sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will, he slaughtereth him, and if he will, he looseth him. As for the delaying of my slaughter, it
[proceedeth] not [from] the king, but from Him in whose hand is my life; for, by Allah, O king, if God willed my slaughter, thou couldst not avail
to postpone it, no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man availeth not to fend off evil from himself, even as it was with the son of King Suleiman Shah,
whose anxiety and carefulness for the accomplishment of his desire of the new-born child [availed him nothing], for his last hour was deferred how
many a time! and God saved him until he had accomplished his [foreordained] period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his life.".? ? ? ? ? Nor,
like others a little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) I stand up to prayer..I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love
without peer, iii. 21..? ? ? ? ? In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye; Lo, I burn with love and longing; nought in answer can I
say..When the king heard this, he was certified that the youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his voice and casting himself upon him,
embraced him and wept and said, "Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret for thee." Then he cut his bonds and
taking his crown from his head, set it on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded and the drums beat
and there befell a great rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their flight in the air, for the greatness of
the clamour and the noise of the crying. The army and the folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent procession, and the news came to
his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and bring forth all who were therein,
and they held high festival seven days and seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and silence and confusion and affright
fell upon the viziers and they gave themselves up for lost..Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves, whose use it was, whenas they had
stolen aught, to resort to that place and divide [their booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they were ten in number and had with
them wealth galore, which they were carrying. When they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows within it and the captain said, 'This
is a Magian whom the angels (43) are tormenting.' So they entered [the burial-ground] and when they came over against El Merouzi, he feared lest
they should be the officers of the watch come upon him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood among the tombs. (44) The thieves came up to the
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place and finding Er Razi bound by the feet and by him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an exceeding wonderment and said, 'God
confound thee! This was sure an infidel, a man of many crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from her womb, and by my life, he is yet
fresh! This is his first night [in the tomb] and the angels were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you hath a sin upon his conscience, let him
beat him, as a propitiatory offering to God the Most High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our consciences.'.Then said she to me,
"To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return
him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee, 'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not
alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy
saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most
like some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment
worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces
[of the crime].' When he heareth this from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with
him to his house; but do thou say, 'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he
redouble in calling [on God for aid] and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go,
except the prefect come also.'.As for Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and talked with him awhile; then she fell to kissing him between the eyes
and on his hand and asked him that which she had promised Sitt el Milah, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found
in this world; but, if she go about in quest of him and find him not, her hopes will be cut off and her mind will be set at rest and she will sport and
laugh; for that, what while she abideth in hope, she will never cease from her frowardness." And she gave not over cajoling him till he gave Sitt el
Milah leave to go forth and make search for her lord a month's space and ordered her an eunuch to attend her and bade the paymaster [of the
household] give her all she needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or more. So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning to her palace, sent for Sitt
el Milah and acquainted her with that which had passed [between herself and the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand and thanked her and
called down blessings on her..? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, They'd leave their idols and her face for only Lord would
know;.King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth, The, ii. 66..? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose
image came to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.It is said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His
brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154)
and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him,
but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi
died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same
place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good
fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?"
"O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king,
"Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed
her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her
side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.With this the king bade the vizier go away to his lodging,
and when he arose in the morning, he abode his day in his house..? ? ? ? ? i. King Ibrahim and his Son cccclxxi.One day, a day of excessive heat, as
I stood at the door of my house, I saw a fair woman approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they
came up to me, when the woman stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou
mayst drink.' Accordingly, she entered and I went up into the house and fetched two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of
cold water. She took one of them and discovered her face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising
moon and said to her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine
own place?' Quoth she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there
a living soul in the house.' And she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of whom I was going about.'.? ? ? ? ? Sans fault of mine, my
blood and tears he shed and beggared me Of him I love, yet for himself gained nought thereby whate'er..After a few days, his brother returned and
finding him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause of
the return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but they
concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen
none the like of this which had befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman
imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that
woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after she had
circumvented the Afrit..Vizier Er Rehwan, King Shah Bekht and his, i. 215..A friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so I went with
him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he
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who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those
who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had
invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain
man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need
of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him
what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time],
more or less..In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of
whom had read books and made herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the histories of the boon-companions,
(160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that which the folk suffered from the
king and his despiteous usage of their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy and she besought God the Most
High that He would bring the king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took counsel with her younger sister
and said to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to the king [and offer myself to
him], and when I come to his presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do thou say to me,
'O my sister, let me hear and let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our night, till we take
leave of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with
exceeding favour and abounding recompense in the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or attain to thy
desire.'.Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till he came to the house of
easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with discourse. Then he
descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they came to a horse
standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held the stirrup for her.
So she mounted and the horse shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side; whereat she was
affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof
were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours..Then they went on a little, and thieves met them and despoiling them of that which
remained with them, stripped them of their raiment and took the children from them; whereupon the woman wept and said to her husband, 'O man,
put away from thee this folly and arise, let us follow the thieves, so haply they may have compassion on us and restore the children to us.' 'O
woman,' answered he, 'have patience, for he who doth evil shall be requited with evil and his wickedness shall revert upon him. Were I to follow
them, most like one of them would take his sword and smite off my head and slay me; but have patience, for the issue of patience is praised.' Then
they fared on till they drew near a village in the land of Kirman, and by it a river of water. So he said to his wife, 'Abide thou here, whilst I enter the
village and look us out a place wherein we may take up our lodging.' And he left her by the water and entered the village..Whenas mine eyes
behold thee not, that day, iii. 47..When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen
him. Then he bade his treasurer give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of
the folk, to hear the history of his seventh voyage. So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with
the rest of the guests, who sat down, as of their wont, and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day,
when their host bade them hearken to the story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.Picture, The Prince who fell in love with the, i.
256..Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..? ? ? ? ? Mohammed, then, I do confess, God's chosen prophet is, And every man requited is for that
which he doth say..Then I bought of the best and finest of the produce and rarities of the country and all I had a mind to and a good hackney (221)
and we set out again and traversed the deserts from country to country till we came to Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and saluted him and
kissed his hand; after which I acquainted him with all that had passed and that which had befallen me. He rejoiced in my deliverance and thanked
God the Most High; then he caused write my story in letters of gold and I betook myself to my house and foregathered with my brethren and
family. This, then," added Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell me in my travels, and praise be to God, the One, the Creator, the Maker!".When
it was the fourth day, the fourth vizier, whose name was Zoushad, made his appearance and prostrating himself to the king, said to him, "O king,
suffer not the talk of yonder youth to delude thee, for that he is not a truth-teller. So long as he abideth on life, the folk will not give over talking
nor will thy heart cease to be occupied with him." "By Allah," cried the king, "thou sayst sooth and I will cause fetch him this day and slay him
before me." Then he commanded to bring the youth; so they brought him in shackles and he said to him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to appease my
heart with thy prate, whereby the days are spent in talk? I mean to slay thee this day and be quit of thee." "O king," answered the youth, "it is in thy
power to slay me whensoever thou wilt, but haste is of the fashion of the base and patience of that of the noble. If thou put me to death, thou wilt
repent, and if thou desire to bring me back to life, thou wilt not be able thereunto. Indeed, whoso acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth him what
befell Bihzad, son of the king." Quoth the king, "And what is his story?" "O king," replied the young treasurer,.When the merchants saw him, they
accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt thou not open thy shop?" As they were bespeaking him, up came a woman, having with her a boy,
bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till he turned to her, when she said to him, "O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at this boy and
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have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten his cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if thou will well to give it to him, thy reward be with
God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with his much weeping, and God be witness for us that, were there left us aught wherewithal to
buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee." "O adornment of womankind," replied El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy fair
speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words ...But bring me thy husband." So she went and fetched the merchant, whilst the folk assembled
to see what El Abbas would do. When the man came, he returned him the gold he had won of him, all and part, and delivered him the keys of the
shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and kissed his feet, and on like wise did the merchant her
husband; and all who were present blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas.
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