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The Ninth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth
bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, iii. 87..Then they fell to journeying night and day, and
as they went, behold, they sighted a camp of the camps of the Arabs. So El Abbas enquired thereof and was told that it was the camp of the Benou
Zuhreh. Now there were around them sheep and cattle, such as filled the earth, and they were enemies to El Akil, the cousin of El Abbas, upon
whom they still made raids and took his cattle; wherefore he used to pay them tribute every year, for that he availed not to cope with them. When
El Abbas came near the camp, he dismounted from his courser and his servant Aamir also dismounted; and they set down the victual and ate their
sufficiency and rested awhile of the day. Then said the prince to Aamir, "Fetch water and give the horses to drink and draw water for us in thy
water-bag, by way of provision for the road.".So saying, she rose [and going] to a chest, took out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to me,
"This is what I took from Amin el Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this, [thou
shalt have it;] for I have wealth in plenty and I had no design in this but to marry thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out
therefrom wealth galore and I said to her, "O my sister, I have no desire for all this, nor do I covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth
she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's] house without [making provision for] thine acquittance.".78. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife
cccxc.? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his
ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have
assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for
him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?'
asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the
king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour
changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot
be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.When the evening evened, the
king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the king required of him the promised story. So the
vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.When it was the Nine hundred and
thirtieth Night, Shehrzad said, "O king, there is present in my thought a story which treateth of women's craft and wherein is a warning to whoso
will be warned and an admonishment to whoso will be admonished and whoso hath discernment; but I fear lest the hearing of this lessen me with
the king and lower my rank in his esteem; yet I hope that this will not be, for that it is a rare story. Women are indeed corruptresses; their craft and
their cunning may not be set out nor their wiles known. Men enjoy their company and are not careful to uphold them [in the right way], neither do
they watch over them with all vigilance, but enjoy their company and take that which is agreeable and pay no heed to that which is other than this.
Indeed, they are like unto the crooked rib, which if thou go about to straighten, thou distortest it, and which if thou persist in seeking to redress,
thou breakest it; wherefore it behoveth the man of understanding to be silent concerning them.".? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that my place I must
forsake, Do solace me with beds, whereon at ease I lie..Rich Man and his Wasteful Son, The, i. 252..? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is
vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.? ? ? ? ? My maker reserved me for generous men And the niggard and sland'rer to use me
forebade..When she had made an end of her song, she wept and Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? To me your rigour love-delight, your distance nearness is; Ay, your injustice equity, and eke your wrath consent..19. The
Sparrow and the Peacock clii.N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.When Er Reshid came to the throne, he invested
Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer was eminently distinguished for generosity and munificence, and the
stories of him to this effect are renowned and are written in the books. None of the viziers attained to the rank and favour which he enjoyed with Er
Reshid, who was wont to call him brother (157) and used to carry him with him into his house. The period of his vizierate was nineteen years,
(158) and Yehya one day said to his son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions differ concerning
the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but the better is as follows. Er Reshid could not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh,
daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour, and she was the loveliest woman of her time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it may be
lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they were married] and they used both to be present in Er Reshid's
sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber, and they being both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would
rise to her and swive her. She conceived by him and bore a handsome boy and fearing Er Reshid, despatched the newborn child by one of her
confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most High advance it in honour and increase it in venerance and nobility and magnification! The affair
abode concealed till there befell despite between Abbaseh and one of her slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the child to Er
Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place. So, when the Khalif made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and
found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the Barmecides that which befell. (160).? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my
weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose
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hearts With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou didst smite..62. Aboulaswed and his Squinting Slave-girl dcli.The Fourth Day..There was
once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and
slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and baths; but he was not blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he
addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in private and in public and in his inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to
prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God
answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her
travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child, as he were a piece of the moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the
sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was
perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time, without doubt or gainsaying..Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ?
Mohammed, then, I do confess, God's chosen prophet is, And every man requited is for that which he doth say..So he repaired to the vizier and
repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill
marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he entreated him friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth
the vizier, 'Needs must the man of understanding company with those of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and
good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of
the Barber's Fourth Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? And left me all forlorn, to pine for languishment,.So he took a belt, wherein were a thousand dinars, and
binding it about his middle, entered the city and gave not over going round about its streets and markets and gazing upon its houses and sitting with
those of its folk whose aspect bespoke them men of worth, till the day was half spent, when he resolved to return to his sister and said in himself,
'Needs must I buy what we may eat of ready-[dressed] food] I and my sister.' Accordingly, he accosted a man who sold roast meat and who was
clean [of person], though odious in his [means of getting a] living, and said to him, 'Take the price of this dish [of meat] and add thereto of fowls
and chickens and what not else is in your market of meats and sweetmeats and bread and arrange it in dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what he
desired and calling a porter, laid it in his basket, and Selim paid the cook the price of his wares, after the fullest fashion..So she did this and fair
fortune aided her and the Divine favour was vouchsafed unto her and she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her
slaughter. However, she repeated her speech to him a second and a third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should
deter her, and she cited him a parable in answer to his, and the talk was prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw
that he availed not to turn her from her purpose and she said to him, 'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the children of
the Muslims; either I shall turn him from this his heresy or I shall die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the king and
acquainted him with the case, saying, 'I have a daughter and she desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent
unto this, seeing that thou knowest I lie but one night with a girl and when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who slayest her,
and thou hast done this again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught,
but needs must she have thy company and still chooseth to come to thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have cited to her the
sayings of the sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me
this night and to-morrow morning come thou and take her and put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee and her also!'.? ?
? ? ? Nor troops have I nor henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise I rear..With this the king bade the
vizier go away to his lodging, and when he arose in the morning, he abode his day in his house..Then the Khalif went forth and bade decorate the
city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were spread seven
days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof till there
came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to as of their story.".?STORY OF THE
FULLER AND HIS WIFE..Awake, Asleep and, i. 5..? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness none
may compare..?STORY OF KHELBES AND HIS WIFE AND THE LEARNED MAN..9. Kemerezzeman and Budour ccxviii.Looking to the
Issues of Affairs, Of, i. 80.."O father mine," answered the prince, "I have heard tell that in the land of Irak is a woman of the daughters of the kings,
and her father is called King Ins ben Cais, lord of Baghdad; she is renowned for beauty and grace and brightness and perfection, and indeed many
folk have sought her in marriage of the kings; but her soul consented not unto any one of them. Wherefore I am minded to travel to her, for that my
heart cleaveth unto her, and I beseech thee suffer me to go to her." "O my son," answered his father, "thou knowest that I have none other than
thyself of children and thou art the solace of mine eyes and the fruit of mine entrails; nay, I cannot brook to be parted from thee an instant and I
purpose to set thee on the throne of the kingship and marry thee to one of the daughters of the kings, who shall be fairer than she." El Abbas gave
ear to his father's word and dared not gainsay him; so he abode with him awhile, whilst the fire raged in his entrails..The king marvelled, he and his
company, and praised God the Most High for that he had come thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou
hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to
me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that he might be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the
king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with
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his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him,
gentle or simple.'.Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.Midmost that meadow was a palace soaring
high into the air, with battlements of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, and a two-leaved gate; and in the gateway thereof were much people of
the chiefs of the Jinn, clad in sumptuous apparel. When they saw the old man, they all cried out, saying, 'The Lady Tuhfeh is come!' And as soon as
she reached the palace-gate, they came all and dismounting her from the horse's back, carried her into the palace and fell to kissing her hands.
When she entered, she beheld a palace whereof never saw eyes the like; for therein were four estrades, one facing other, and its walls were of gold
and its ceilings of silver. It was lofty of building, wide of continence, and those who beheld it would be puzzled to describe it. At the upper end of
the hall stood a throne of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, unto which led up five steps of silver, and on the right thereof and on its left were
many chairs of gold and silver; and over the dais was a curtain let down, gold and silver wrought and broidered with pearls and jewels..? ? ? ? ? f.
King Bekhtzeman cccclxi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE
UNFINISHED CALCUTTA (1814-18) EDITION (FIRST TWO HUNDRED NIGHTS ONLY) OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF
THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..So the folk resorted to her from all parts and she used to pray God (to whom belong might and
majesty) for the oppressed and God granted him relief, and against his oppressor, and He broke him in sunder. Moreover, she prayed for the sick
and they were made whole; and on this wise she abode a great space of time. As for her husband, when he returned from the pilgrimage, his brother
and the neighbours acquainted him with his wife's affair, whereat he was sore concerned and misdoubted of their story, for that which he knew of
her chastity and prayerfulness; and he wept for her loss..Cook, The Lackpenny and the, i. 9..? ? ? ? ? By God, how pleasant was the night we
passed, with him for third! Muslim and Jew and Nazarene, we sported till the day..Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I
know not that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with
jewels and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those clothes and veiled
herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the Commander of
the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I have brought
thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er
Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the
Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit her, so we may
see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.'.When the king heard his vizier's story, he was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will
have patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man and his wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? a.
The Cat and the Mouse dcix.?Story of Ilan Shah and Abou Teman..Presently, it chanced that an enemy attacked King Khedidan; so he sent out his
troops to him and made Bekhtzeman head of the army. Then they went forth to the field and Khedidan also came forth and ranged his troops and
took the spear and sallied out in person and fought a sore battle and overcame his enemy, who fled, he and his troops, ignominiously. When the
king and his army returned in triumph, Bekhtzeman said to him, 'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this is a strange thing of thee that thou art compassed
about with this vast army, yet dost thou apply thyself in person to battle and adventurest thyself.' Quoth the king, 'Dost thou call thyself a cavalier
and a man of learning and deemest that victory is in abundance of troops?' 'Ay,' answered Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed my belief.' And Khedidan
said, 'By Allah, then, thou errest in this thy belief! Woe and again woe to him whose trust is in other than God! Indeed, this army is appointed only
for adornment and majesty, and victory is from God alone. I too, O Bekhtzeman, believed aforetime that victory was in the multitude of men, and
an enemy came out against me with eight hundred men, whilst I had eight hundred thousand. I trusted in the number of my troops, whilst mine
enemy trusted in God; so he defeated me and routed me and I was put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the mountains, where I met with
a recluse, [who had] withdrawn [himself from the world]. So I joined myself to him and complained to him of my case and acquainted him with all
that had befallen me. Quoth he, "Knowest thou why this befell thee and thou wast defeated?" "I know not," answered I, and he said, "Because thou
puttest thy trust in the multitude of thy troops and reliedst not upon God the Most High. Hadst thou put thy trust in God and believed in Him that it
is He [alone] who advantageth and endamageth thee, thine enemy had not availed to cope with thee. Return unto God." So I returned to myself and
repented at the hands of the solitary, who said to me, "Turn back with what remaineth to thee of troops and confront thine enemies, for, if their
intents be changed from God, thou wilt overcome them, wert thou alone." When I heard these words, I put my trust in God the Most High, and
gathering together those who remained with me, fell upon mine enemies at unawares in the night. They deemed us many and fled on the
shamefullest wise, whereupon I entered my city and repossessed myself of my place by the might of God the Most High, and now I fight not but
[trusting] in His aid.'.? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..Endowed with amorous grace past
any else am I, ii 253..88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv.Destiny,
Of, i. 136..?STORY OF THE DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..Affairs, Of Looking to the
Issues of, i. 80..? ? ? ? ? I am become, for severance from my loved one, Like a left hand, forsaken of the right..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch
Bekhit xxxix.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.74. The Devout Woman and the Two Wicked Elders dclix.? ? ? ? ? a.
The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.When the evening evened, the king let fetch the vizier and required of him the [promised] story. So he said,
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"Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.Son, The Rich
Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..Then she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which she again
began to drink and plying the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.The Second Night of the Month.Then she came down from the tree
and rent her clothes and said, 'O villain, if these be thy dealings with me before my eyes, how dost thou when thou art absent from me?' Quoth he,
'What aileth thee?' and she said, 'I saw thee swive the woman before my very eyes.' 'Not so, by Allah!' cried he. 'But hold thy peace till I go up and
see.' So he climbed the tree and no sooner did he begin to do so than up came the lover [from his hiding-place] and taking the woman by the legs,
[fell to swiving her]. When the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked and beheld a man swiving his wife. So he said, 'O strumpet, what
doings are these?' And he made haste to come down from the tree to the ground; [but meanwhile the lover had returned to his hiding- place] and his
wife said to him, 'What sawest thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,' answered he; and she said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest nought and sayst this but of
conjecture.'.Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me, ii. 228..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, Your
camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.When King Shah Bekht heard
this story, it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..Presently, up came a woman
with a phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered
she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk marvelled at this; wherefore the
man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that they know not urine but by
shaking it and looking into it anear neither know they a man's water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor a Jew's from
a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he gave her
medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate the patient's malady..As for the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing and said, "O
Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that
the money was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was single, I could never keep money; but since
thou marriedst me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought
this trick, so I might get of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste to give me the
thousand dinars and quit thee of thine oath.".I went out one night to the house of one of my friends and when it was the middle of the night, I
sallied forth alone [to go home]. When I came into the road, I espied a sort of thieves and they saw me, whereupon my spittle dried up; but I
feigned myself drunken and staggered from side to side, crying out and saying, "I am drunken." And I went up to the walls right and left and made
as if I saw not the thieves, who followed me till I reached my house and knocked at the door, when they went away..Then said she to him, "O elder,
I would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of water; but she said to him, "Who bade thee fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to
me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this; nay, I want wine, the delight of the soul, so haply, O elder, I may solace myself
therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man, "that wine should be drunk in my house, and I a stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam,
(32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house of the Lord of the Worlds! "Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me to drink
thereof in thy house?" "Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder," rejoined she, "God hath forbidden [the eating of] blood and carrion and
hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are lawful;" and she said, "This is the juice of grapes and the
water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink wine in my house." "O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink
and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving, clement." (33) Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be."
And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited the following verses:.One day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast
was straitened; so he sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his
vengeance; and when they came, he changed his raiment and disguised himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and
Younus (165) (who were also present) did the like. Then he went out, he and they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they
came to near Et Taf, (166) when they landed and walked till they came to the gate of the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old
man, comely of hoariness and of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac el
Mausili (for that be knew but him of the company, the Khalif being disguised, and deemed the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my
lord, there is presently with me a slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I was on my way to pay
my respects to thee and give thee to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the trouble. So now I desire to show her to thee, and if
she be to thy liking, well and good: else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before me to thy barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.73. The Woman's
Trick against her Husband dclviii.(When Shehriyar heard this, he said in himself, 'By Allah, I have indeed been reckless in the slaying of women
and girls, and praised be God who hath occupied me with this damsel from the slaughter of souls, for that the slaughter of souls is a grave [matter!]
By Allah, if Shah Bekht spare the vizier, I will assuredly spare Shehrzad!' Then he gave ear to the story and heard her say to her sister:).? ? ? ? ?
My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, Whose beauty amazeth all those that behold..? ? ? ? ? Drink of the first-run wine, that shows as very
flame it were, When from the pitcher 'tis outpoured, or ere the day appear..? ? ? ? ? All things, indeed, that betide to you are fore-ordered of God;
Yet still in your deeds is the source to which their fulfilment is due..Accordingly, they all went in to the king one day (and Abou Temam was
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present among them,) and mentioned the affair of the damsel, the king's daughter of the Turks, and enlarged upon her charms, till the king's heart
was taken with her and he said to them, 'We will send one to demand her in marriage for us; but who shall be our messenger?' Quoth the viziers,
'There is none for this business but Abou Temam, by reason of his wit and good breeding;' and the king said, 'Indeed, even as ye say, none is fitting
for this affair but he.' Then he turned to Abou Temam and said to him, 'Wilt thou not go with my message and seek me [in marriage] the king's
daughter of the Turks?' and he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience, O king.'.Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes,
washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a
black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young man, she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the
slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ?
And aloes-wood, to boot, he brought and caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies and the like of costly gems and bright;.? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are
our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your sight..When it was the fourth day, the
fourth vizier, whose name was Zoushad, made his appearance and prostrating himself to the king, said to him, "O king, suffer not the talk of yonder
youth to delude thee, for that he is not a truth-teller. So long as he abideth on life, the folk will not give over talking nor will thy heart cease to be
occupied with him." "By Allah," cried the king, "thou sayst sooth and I will cause fetch him this day and slay him before me." Then he commanded
to bring the youth; so they brought him in shackles and he said to him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to appease my heart with thy prate, whereby the
days are spent in talk? I mean to slay thee this day and be quit of thee." "O king," answered the youth, "it is in thy power to slay me whensoever
thou wilt, but haste is of the fashion of the base and patience of that of the noble. If thou put me to death, thou wilt repent, and if thou desire to
bring me back to life, thou wilt not be able thereunto. Indeed, whoso acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth him what befell Bihzad, son of the
king." Quoth the king, "And what is his story?" "O king," replied the young treasurer,.? ? ? ? ? I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race,
display A book that came to teach the Truth to those in error's way..When the company heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the utmost
wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell me that
which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..The learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined his
own, still holding the latter; and when they entered, they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O
accursed one, the calamity is with thee and in thine own house!' So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to his own
land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is the consequence of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get possession of
him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself that (266) which he conceived of the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had betided him nothing of
this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman whose husband's brother
accused her of lewdness.".? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With thy rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy reason,
sure, with passion is forspent..It is said that El Mamoun (164) came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips
and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, "O mother mine, dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and
despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she,
"Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God
confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "I played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er
Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and go round
about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him. Then we fell again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the kitchen and
swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than thy mother;
(167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she became with child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky insistance] the cause
of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God curse the
importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she acquainted him with that matter..Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall
we do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more,
and we know not if he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is
the worth of these with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and none may
avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last, and she
said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him to his
assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.".Second Officer's Story, The, ii. 134..So she opened the door to him and brought him in. Then
she seated him at the upper end of the room and set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay with her and swived her. Then she sat down in his
lap and they toyed and laughed and kissed till the day was half spent, when her husband came home and she could find nothing for it but to hide the
singer in a rug, in which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the place disordered (194) and smelling the odour of wine, questioned
her of this. Quoth she, 'I had with me a friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink with me]; so we drank a jar [of wine], she and I, and she went
away but now, before thy coming in.' Her husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the druggist, that had invited him and fed him),
deemed her words true and went away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the lady returned to their sport and abode on this
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wise till eventide, when she gave him money and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the forenoon.' 'It is well,' answered he and departed; and
at nightfall he went to the bath..Then I bought of the best and finest of the produce and rarities of the country and all I had a mind to and a good
hackney (221) and we set out again and traversed the deserts from country to country till we came to Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and
saluted him and kissed his hand; after which I acquainted him with all that had passed and that which had befallen me. He rejoiced in my
deliverance and thanked God the Most High; then he caused write my story in letters of gold and I betook myself to my house and foregathered
with my brethren and family. This, then," added Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell me in my travels, and praise be to God, the One, the
Creator, the Maker!".? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive
air..Issues of Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..Term, Of the Appointed, i. 147.
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