
Of Stillness And Storm

OF STILLNESS AND STORM
? ? ? ? ? You swore you'd be faithful to us and our love, And true to your oath and your troth-plight were you;.Third Officer's Story, The, ii.

137..All this time, the young Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him

this thought, and the damsel had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke out again into song and chanted the following verses:.He lay the rest

of the night in one of the ruins, and when he arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to blame. I sought my own good, and he is no fool who seeketh

good for himself; and the druggist's wife also sought good for herself; but destiny overcometh precaution and there remaineth no abiding for me in

this town.' So he went forth from the city. Nor (added the vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary than that of the king

and his son and that which bedded them of wonders and rarities.".When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him;

so he bade him go away to his house, and there he abode his day long..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xl.? ? ? ? ? Midst colours, my

colour excelleth in light And I would every eye of my charms might have sight..A certain king sat one day on the roof of his palace, diverting

himself with looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a house over against his palace, a woman, never

saw his eyes her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth yonder house?" "To thy servant Firouz,"

answered they, "and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he was passionately enamoured of her), and

calling Firouz, said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz took the letter and going to his house,

laid it under his head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set out for the city in question, unknowing

what the king purposed against him..Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..? ? ? ? ? Th' Amir (quoth it) am I whose charms are still desired;

Absent or present, all in loving me consent..The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? So, by Allah, O richest of all men in charms,

Vouchsafe to a lover, who's bankrupt well-nigh.? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her cheeks the envious

veil that hid them she had ta'en..One day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast was straitened; so he sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide

and Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his vengeance; and when they came, he changed his raiment and

disguised himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also present) did the like. Then he went

out, he and they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166) when they landed and walked till they

came to the gate of the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old man, comely of hoariness and of a venerable and dignified bearing,

pleasing (168) of aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of the company, the Khalif being

disguised, and deemed the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw

eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee to know of her; but Allah, of His

favour, hath spared me the trouble. So now I desire to show her to thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good: else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac,

'Go before me to thy barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.? ? ? ? ? t. The Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment

dccccix.Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii. 195..Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..We sat down and I looked at him who had

opened the door to us, and behold he was lopped of the hand. I misliked this of him, and when I had sat a little longer, there entered a man, who

filled the lamps in the saloon and lit the candles; and behold, he also was handlopped. Then came the folk and there entered none except he were

lopped of the hand, and indeed the house was full of these. When the assembly was complete, the host entered and the company rose to him and

seated him in the place of honour. Now he was none other than the man who had fetched me, and he was clad in sumptuous apparel, but his hands

were in his sleeves, so that I knew not how it was with them. They brought him food and he ate, he and the company; after which they washed their

hands and the host fell to casting furtive glances at me..Then he sent for the viziers and said to them, 'O wicked viziers, ye thought that God was

heedless of your deed, but your wickedness shall revert upon you. Know ye not that whoso diggeth a pit for his brother shall fall into it? Take from

me the punishment of this world and to-morrow ye shall get the punishment of the world to come and requital from God.' Then he bade put them to

death; so [the headsman] smote off their heads before the king, and he went in to his wife and acquainted her with that wherein he had transgressed

against Abou Temam; whereupon she grieved for him with an exceeding grief and the king and the people of his household left not weeping and

repenting all their lives. Moreover, they brought Abou Temam forth of the well and the king built him a dome (127) in his palace and buried him

therein..The Tenth Day..?STORY OF THE FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS FAIR WIFE..? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves

dccccxx.I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..? ? ? ? ? And dromedaries, too, of price and goodly steeds and swift Of many a

noble breed, yet found no favour in my eyne!".Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, iii. 46..She abode awaiting him

thus till the end of the month, but discovered no tidings of him neither happened upon aught of his trace; wherefore she was troubled with an

exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants hither and thither in quest of him, abode in the sorest that might be of grief and concern. When

it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in the morning and bidding cry him throughout the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor

was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to condole with her; and they were all concerned for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..?

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.Then they told the damsel, who came forth and looked upon him and knew him not. But he

knew her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to compassion for him and gave him somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the
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youth returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she was in the king's house, whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah,

I will assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old woman and

bade her change her apparel and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly of speech and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and delicious

perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and sell them these [perfumes] and make thy way to the damsel and question her if she

desire her master or not.' So the old woman went out and making her way to the palace, went in to the damsel and drew near her and recited the

following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.EL ABBAS AND THE

KING'S DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD. (46).? ? ? ? ? He shot me with the shafts of looks launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain

(139) betwixt his eyes hath driven me to despair..Meanwhile, Queen Kemeriyeh and her company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came under

the palace wherein was Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the Sworder; and by the ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting on the

belvedere of the palace, pondering the affair of Haroun er Reshid and her own and that which had befallen her and weeping for that she was

doomed to slaughter. She saw the ship and what was therein of those whom we have named, and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow

for yonder ship and the mortals that be therein!' As for Kemeriyeh and her company, when they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and

seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said, 'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May God not bereave [us] of her!' Then they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay

over against the palace, spread carpets and sat eating and drinking; whereupon quoth Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These

are my kinswomen and I conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou let me down to them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends with

them and return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh wept. Then the folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh

took the lute and sang the following verses:.Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest to me a masterful man." (76) And

he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me to the field of war and the

stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose

to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging war with him and I will ransom thee with

myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that

had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings

and question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his

harness of war and took rest for himself..? ? ? ? ? I shut myself up with my love; no spy betwixt us was; We feared no enemies' despite, no envious

neighbour's hate..? ? ? ? ? Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be My saying of a knave, his fashion and degree?.? ? ? ? ? For nought

of worldly fortune I weep! my only joy In seeing thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..? ? ? ? ? Bravo for a fawn with a houri's eye of black, Like

the sun or the shining moon midst the starry train!.?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..Nor," added the vizier, "is this, O king of

the age, more extraordinary or stranger than the story of the king and his chamberlain's wife; nay, the latter is rarer than this and more

delightsome.".? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the heat of every heart burns high And in mine eyes unite the tears of every eye..? ? ? ? ? O'er all the

fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come but once a year, and but a little stay..? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my

bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it be..When the prince came before him, he sought of him his daughter in

marriage, and the king said, 'Indeed, thou art her equal, but none dare name a man to her, because of her aversion to men.' So the prince pitched his

tents under the windows of the princess's palace, till one day he got hold of one of her favourite slave-girls and gave her wealth galore. Quoth she

to him, 'Hast thou a wish?' 'Yes,' answered he and acquainted her with his case; and she said, 'Indeed thou puttest thyself in peril.' Then he abode,

flattering himself with false hopes, till all that he had with him was gone and the servants fled from him; whereupon quoth he to one in whom he

trusted, 'I am minded to go to my country and fetch what may suffice me and return hither.' And the other answered, 'It is for thee to decide.' So

they set out to return, but the way was long to them and all that the prince had with him was spent and his company died and there abode but one

with him, on whom he loaded what remained of the victual and they left the rest and fared on. Then there came out a lion and ate the servant, and

the prince abode alone. He went on, till his beast stood still, whereupon he left her and fared on afoot till his feet swelled..'It is told of a certain

doughty thief, that he used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him,

he would flee from them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in

question, and this man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out

that which is with thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is

in] them and take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and

let me go." But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".The old man

carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of gold beside the throne, whilst she was amazed at that which she saw in that place and

magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up to the throne and seated

themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of mortals, excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the Jinn, with eyes slit

endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this there came up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the light of her face

outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three women, than whom there were no fairer on the face of the earth. They saluted
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Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them; whereupon they embraced her and sat down on the chairs aforesaid..? ? ? ? ? Accuse

me falsely, cruelly entreat me; still ye are My heart's beloved, at whose hands no rigour I resent..God keep the days of love-delight! How passing

sweet they were! ii. 96.60. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.The Fifth Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben Amrou,

what device avails the hand of death to stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother of all th' afflicted, say..? ? ? ? ? I clipped her (118) in mine arms

and straight grew drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch that had been reared in affluence and content..Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, ii.

219..By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, ii. 266..Then I sang and the captain said, "It is good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art

loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never more scent the odour of the world!" But his comrades said to him, "Do it not," and

appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here a whole year, not going forth." And I said, "I am content to submit to whatsoever

pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth clemency." He shook his head and drank, then arose and went out to do his

occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about of merry-making and drunkenness and sport. So I winked to my

fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth, unveiled and knowing not whither we went; nor did we halt till

we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said I, "Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?" And he said, "Come

up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down." Accordingly, we lay down and he covered us with the grass, (137) wherewith he was

used to kindle [the fire] under the food..116. The Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters M.The prince thanked them and said to them, 'God requite

you with all good, for indeed ye give me loyal counsel; but whither would ye have me go?' Quoth they, 'Get thee to the land of the Greeks, the

abiding-place of thy mother.' And he said, 'My grandfather Suleiman Shah, when the King of the Greeks wrote to him, demanding my mother in

marriage, concealed my affair and hid my secret; [and she hath done the like,] and I cannot make her a liar.' 'Thou sayst sooth,' rejoined they; 'but

we desire thine advantage, and even if thou tookest service with the folk, it were a means of thy continuance [on life].' Then each of them brought

out to him money and gave to him and clad him and fed him and fared on with him a parasang's distance till they brought him far from the city, and

giving him to know that he was safe, departed from him, whilst he fared on till he came forth of the dominions of his uncle and entered those [of

the king] of the Greeks. Then he entered a village and taking up his abode therein, betook himself to serving one there in ploughing and sowing and

the like..Barmecides, Er Reshid and the, i. 189..One day, he went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and fared on all his day and night till

eventide, when he [came to an Arab encampment and] was fain to seek hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he alighted at one of the tents of the

camp and there came forth to him a man of short stature and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a corner of the tent, sat

entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that might be. When his food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest, and he looked at the

mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which no goodlier might be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed him and he abode

confounded, looking now at her and now at her husband. When his looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the worthy! Occupy

thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and this woman hangeth a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of her beauty; and

when we have made an end of our food, I will tell it thee.'.Reshid (Er), Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..When the morning morrowed and the folk

came forth of the city, they found a murdered man cast down in a corner of the burial-ground and seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he

who had slain him; so they laid hands on him and carried him up to the king and said to him, 'This fellow hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison

him; [so they clapped him in prison] and he fell a-saying in himself, what while he was in the prison, 'All that hath befallen me is of the abundance

of my sins and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously and this is the requital of my deeds and that which I have wrought

aforetime of oppression.' As he was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird and lighted down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his

much eagerness in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at the bird..When they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought

the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on

which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and

abode thus private with them three days, during which time they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and

coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their wont and

after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men

of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before

him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in

setting forth his virtues and excellences..So the wicked man attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of

the kingdom became disordered, by dint of ill governance, and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin.

Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of his [late] skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he

sent after him and brought him and the wicked man before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence,

gave them leave to talk and dispute and forbade the wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised

God the Most High and lauded Him and glorified Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame

him and put him to silence; nor did he cease from him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he

had believed..Then they accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They
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offered him a thousand dirhems; but he refused and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to

their bidding, till the price reached five thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The

money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case.

Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy

comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood its folk.'.Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..? ? ? ? ? The sable torrent

of her locks falls down unto her hips; Beware the serpents of her curls, I counsel thee, beware!.Now they had complained of them aforetime to the

Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks come to you, pelt them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they fell upon him with sticks and stones

and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in himself], 'Verily, I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the money in his pocket and bought him

victual [for the journey] and hired a hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more

extraordinary than the story of the merchant and the old woman and the king.".Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the

day broke and the rising of the sun drew near, when a waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morning-

prayer." When he heard the girl's words, he laughed and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls

whereof were painted with gold and ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of

gold-embroidered silk let down over their doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps

burning before the prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw

this, he was confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes

and went to sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".? ? ? ? ? v. The House with

the Belvedere dxcviii.Then she arose and returned to her chamber..When the prince saw her in this plight, he was as a sleeper awakened and said to

her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy case." "God on thee," answered she, "nevermore send me to Mariyeh, and do thou protect me, so

may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then she related to him that which had bedded her with Mariyeh; which when he heard, there took

him the shamefastness of the generous and this was grievous unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth of his heart and he said to the nurse, "How

much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars," answered she, and he said, "Be not concerned." Then he put his hand to his poke and

bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her and said, "Take this for a whole year's wage and turn not again to serve any one. When the year

is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that thou hast wearied thyself with us and on account of the cutting off of thy dependence upon

Mariyeh.".? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..There was once a

man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A

man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was in his

neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with moral instances]; and

Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot

xiv.On this wise they did with her sister Dinarzad, and when they had made an end of displaying the two brides, the king bestowed dresses of

honour on all who were present and dismissed them to their own places. Then Shehrzad went in to King Shehriyar and Dinarzad to King

Shahzeman and each of them solaced himself with the company of his beloved and the hearts of the folk were comforted. When the morning

morrowed, the vizier came in to the two kings and kissed the ground before them; wherefore they thanked him and were bountiful to him. Then

they went forth and sat down upon couches of estate, whilst all the viziers and amirs and grandees and the chief officers of the realm and the

household presented themselves before them and kissed the earth. King Shehriyar ordered them dresses of honour and largesse and they offered up

prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and his brother..Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress, iii. 117..132. Sindbad

the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.116. Iskender Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk cccclxiv.Accordingly, he returned to the

burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a

single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and they were occupied with contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned

in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much

people of the dead are come to life and between them are words and contention.' So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's

house and made peace with one another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O

king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".When

Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two

slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What

would the king with me?" asked he, and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water,"

answered they, "and found a man by the water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried

him perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he

purposeth to betake himself to his camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with

King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels,
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besides a thousand head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth

to give nought of this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".When in the

sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, iii. 135..63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.? ? ? ? ? Why to estrangement and despite inclin'st

thou with the spy? Yet that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? It

had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..Thy letter reached me; when the

words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..100. The Lovers of the Benou Tai ccccx.When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his

son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the king had brought

with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green

brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they

entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and

divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that they were even as

moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the

goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring

him news of them..The Twelfth Night of the Month..3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad xxviii.'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the

king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and

saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of state, know that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the

daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted to them his history from beginning to end, nor is

there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of marvellous

chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and

beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children..When

Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the headsman, and

when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and [led her away;

but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and forefathers,

give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.When the king heard the vizier's story, it pleased him and he

bade him go to his house..Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the singer followed

him and wept before him, professing love to him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said to him, 'When the

night cometh and my master entereth [the harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a place.' Then the singer

returned and sat with the boon-companions, and the Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat

down.] (202) Now the singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his place and the

candle went out. The Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is

good!' and threw himself upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer, pinioned him

and beat him grievously, after which he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was

as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his

sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself,

because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his

answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with

thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.So he said to her, 'Do thou excuse me, for my servant hath locked the door, and who shall open to us?'

Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score dirhems.' So saying, she tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were crystal

and taking a stone, smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then she opened the door and said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered, committing

his affair to God, (to whom belong might and majesty,) and she entered after him and locked the door from within. They found themselves in a

pleasant house, comprising all (262) weal and gladness; and the young man went on, till he came to the sitting-chamber, and behold, it was

furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed on the goodliest wise for the reception of guests,] as hath before been set out, [for that it was the

house of the man aforesaid]..?Story of Ilan Shah and Abou Teman..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.Presently, up came the old

woman, whereupon the young man sprang to his feet and laying hold of her, demanded of her the turban-cloth. Quoth she, "Know that I entered

one of the houses and made the ablution and prayed in the place of prayer; and I forgot the turban-cloth there and went out. Now I know not the

house in which I prayed, nor have I been directed (59) thereto, and I go round about every day till the night, so haply I may light on it, for I know

not its owner." When the draper heard this, he said to the old woman, "Verily, Allah restoreth unto thee vhat which thou hast lost. Rejoice, for the

turban-cloth is with me and in my house." And he arose forthright and gave her the turban-cloth, as it was. She gave it to the young man, and the

draper made his peace with his wife and gave her raiment and jewellery, [by way of peace-offering], till she was content and her heart was

appeased. (60).59. The Enchanted Horse Night cclvii.One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them and
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rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had

been practised upon them and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that

God the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his

brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..? ? ? ? ? Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me With hopes of thine

enjoyment in all security..? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them

whilere!.So he repaired to the draper and buying of him a turban-cloth of lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two

places. Then she donned devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the

draper's wife saw her, she opened to her and received her kindly and made much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and

conversed with her awhile. Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she

made the ablution and standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion. When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the

place of prayer and went away..As for King El Aziz, he lived after this seven years and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High;

whereupon his son El Abbas carried him forth to burial on such wise as beseemeth unto kings and let make recitations and readings of the Koran, in

whole or in part, over his tomb. He kept up the mourning for his father a full-told month, at the end of which time he sat down on the throne of the

kingship and judged and did justice and distributed silver and gold. Moreover, he loosed all who were in the prisons and abolished grievances and

customs dues and did the oppressed justice of the oppressor; wherefore the people prayed for him and loved him and invoked on him endurance of

glory and kingship and length of continuance [on life] and eternity of prosperity and happiness. Moreover, the troops submitted to him and the

hosts from all parts of the kingdom, and there came to him presents from all the lands. The kings obeyed him and many were his troops and his

grandees, and his subjects lived with him the most easeful and prosperous of lives..? ? ? ? ? Sandhill (132) and down (133) betwixt there blooms a

yellow willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates (136) that doth bear..When she had made an end of her song,

Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred

dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red

anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and

improvised the following verses:.Then he kept them under guard, and when the morning morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj, who caused

bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller and the

third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by Allah,

but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their heads!".Then the thieves addressed themselves to sharing their booty and presently fell out

concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who should take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be good, we shall

know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the sword and

drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this, he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing and the

boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered from

death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'
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