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? ? ? ? ? Lovely with longing for its love's embrace, The fear of his estrangement makes it lean..I am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii.
25..'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned to the two youths, his sons, and
strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of state, know that these twain are
my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted to them
his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for the
stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished
upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up prayers for him and give him joy of
[his reunion with] his wife and children..As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that
her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said
in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul'
And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door and would have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door,
he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast himself down into the [next] house. The people of the house heard
him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the
house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and
came to sing to you.'.53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. Story of the Envier and the Envied
(225) xiii.? ? ? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too many already have drunken whilere..Now there was with him a youth and
he said, "By Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is six months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were brought
hither." Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and digging there, brought out the
stolen goods, with not a stitch of them missing. So we took them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we stripped him and beat him with
palm-rods till he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this by way of mockery against my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).? ? ? ? ? a. The King
and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my
sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I
stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded.
Then I betook myself to a tailor there and questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary,
may God curse him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my
goods for sale, and told him that I desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves
to the notary's house. When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of
thy daughter in marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her."
(213) But he still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou
hinder the girl of her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy
qualities." And I said, "I accept her, though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The
thing is settled;] so say the word, how much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening
and obedience.".When her husband heard this, he said to her, 'What is thy name and what are the names of thy father and mother?' She told him
their names and her own, whereby he knew that it was she whose belly he had slit and said to her, 'And where are thy father and mother?' 'They are
both dead,' answered she, and he said, 'I am that journeyman who slit thy belly.' Quoth she, 'Why didst thou that?' And he replied, 'Because of a
saying I heard from the wise woman.' 'What was it?' asked his wife, and he said, 'She avouched that thou wouldst play the harlot with a hundied
men and that I should after take thee to wife.' Quoth she, 'Ay, I have whored it with a hundred men, no more and no less, and behold, thou hast
married me.' 'Moreover,' continued her husband, 'the wise woman foresaid, also, that thou shouldst die, at the last of thy life, of the bite of a spider.
Indeed, her saying hath been verified of the harlotry and the marriage, and I fear lest her word come true no less in the matter of thy death.'.When
they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of
him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should
betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time they were
sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on
his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and
viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons,
one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High
and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..So the girl's owner betook
himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the upper end of the merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and
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giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young man returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not
thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that [which thou badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If
thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall
content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah,"
answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an advance on that which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for
seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my lord, I sell her to thee, may God bless thee in her.".94. The King and the Virtuous Wife
cccciv.? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to infidelity, But I refused, for all the talk wherewith they set on me..Quoth the king, 'Verily, thou
makest me long to see him. Canst thou not bring us together?' 'With all my heart,' answered the husbandman, and the king sat with him till he had
made an end of his tillage, when he carried him to his dwelling-place and brought him in company with the other stranger, aud behold, it was his
vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and embraced, and the husbandman wept for their weeping; but the king concealed their affair and
said to him, 'This is a man from my country and he is as my brother.' So they abode with the husbandman and helped him for a wage, wherewith
they supported themselves a long while. Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and learned that which its people suffered of straitness and
oppression..His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted
with thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in
company with thee at other than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said,
"Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he
answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the
lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that.11. The Hermits cxlviii.Then he turned to the woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?'
So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her husband, first and last, up to the time when they took up
their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that which the Magian had practised on her of knavery and
how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies
hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily, there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou
knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him
no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me the father of my children and my father's brother's son
and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes brimmed over with tears at her story..? ? ? ? ? d. The
Crow and the Serpent dcccciii.Then he took my clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on me; after which he said to me, "Get thee
gone to thy house." So I returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy
friend [such an one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but henceforward thou wilt never see me
more."'.Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and the captain said, 'This thing is impossible of
the dead: never heard we that they came to life on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that the dead have no occasion for good.' And
they were divided in opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are gone and we cannot avail
against them and will not draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if he hear no sound of them, let him
advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this service] two parts [of the booty]..? ? ?
? ? l. The Three Men and our Lord Jesus dcccci.Then there reigned after them an understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished
and loved stories, especially those which chronicle the doings of kings and sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone
him] these marvellous and rare and delightful stories, [written] in the thirty volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a second and a
third and [so on] to the last of them, and each book pleased him more than that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. Then he
marvelled at that which he had read [therein] of stories and discourse and witty traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences and
bade the folk copy them and publish them in all lands and climes; wherefore their report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The
marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One Night." This is all that hath come down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is
All-Knowing. (196).? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to wakefulness a prey..Then
she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which she again began to drink and plying the old
man with wine, sang the following verses:.Semmak (Ibn es) and Er Reshid, i. 195..? ? ? ? ? I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display A
book that came to teach the Truth to those in error's way..? ? ? ? ? For thy sweet sake, as 'twere, indeed, an exile I had been, Lone and deserted I
became, lamenting, weeping-eyed..Then they drank till they were drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to me and
said, "Thou dealtest not friendly with him who sought an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered him and behold,
he was the lophand who had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So I said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou
shall remember it." So saying, he shook his head and stroked his beard, whilst I sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes
and laying them by his side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So I sang till I was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their case and
intoxicated themselves and their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a
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mind to go, let me know." Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I have compassion on thee for that our captain
and our chief purposeth thee no good and methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now is the
time." And he answered, saying, "When our chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the draught-house, I will enter before him with the light and
leave the door open; and do thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".?STORY OF THE DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE
RESTORED TO HIM..? ? ? ? ? h. The Old Woman, the Merchant and the King dcccxcvi.But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen,
i. 50..By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young
Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with his beauty and grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a
looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?"
And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer returned, dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he
came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered,
"No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders; whereupon the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou
Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her master's house, full of love for the young
Damascene..So on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had
been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the
police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of
stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?"
"Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou
stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak
him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to
himself.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier and the Envied xlvi.When the king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the
sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the
utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who hath disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he
turned to the vizier and bade him return to his dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of wont..? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman
dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? None, by Allah, 'mongst all creatures, none I love save thee alone! Yea, for I am grown thy bondman, by the troth betwixt us
plight..? ? ? ? ? Beauty on his cheek hath written, "Blest be Allah, He who created this enchanting wight!".When the messenger came to King
Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and
drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that
his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou
deluded by the sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter
and presently, [dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.?
? ? ? ? r. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.? ? ? ? ? j. King Suleiman Shah and his Sons cccclxxv.? ? ? ? ? And pliedst
us with cups of wine, whilst from the necklace pearls (142) A strange intoxicating bliss withal did circulate,.? ? ? ? ? O son of Simeon, give no ear
to other than my say. How bitter from the convent 'twas to part and fare away!.68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.Son, The
History of King Azadbekht and his, i. 61..Quoth Jesus (on whom be peace!), 'Had these dealt prudently, they had taken thought for themselves; but
they neglected the issues of events; for that whoso acteth prudently is safe and conquereth, (252) and whoso neglecteth precaution perisheth and
repenteth.' Nor," added the vizier," is this more extraordinary nor goodlier than the story of the king, whose kingdom was restored to him and his
wealth, after he had become poor, possessing not a single dirhem.".59. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh dcxlviii.? ? ? ? ? Compared with
thine enjoyment, the hardest things are light To win and all things distant draw near and easy be..28. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-surgeon
cclxxiii.As for Belehwan, when he fled and fortified himself, his power waxed amain and there remained for him but to make war upon his father,
who had cast his affection upon the child and used to rear him on his knees and supplicate God the Most High that he might live, so he might
commit the commandment to him. When he came to five years of age, the king mounted him on horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in
him and invoked on him length of life, so he might take his father's leavings (130) and [heal] the heart of his grandfather..? ? ? ? ? b. The
Controller's Story cxix.With this the king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his
affair.".When I awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the raft moored to the bank of the stream, whilst about me were
folk of the blacks of Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to question me; so I rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke
me in a tongue I knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of my joy, I was like to fly and my reason refused to obey me.
Then there came to my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to bear, and thus thou dost But
that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest to me a masterful man."
(76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me to the field of war
and the stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier
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gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging war with him and I will ransom
thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the
king all that had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn
his tidings and question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own house, where he
put off his harness of war and took rest for himself..So she gave him all that she possessed and he sold it and paid the rest of her price; after which
there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay that night with the damsel in all delight of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy;
but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?' And he said, 'I know not if my father be
dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and how shall I win to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it
and buy small pearls with the price. Then bray them and fashion them into great pearls, and thereon thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we
may make our way to thy country.' So he took the bracelet and repairing to a goldsmith, said to him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said,
'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and bring thee the price thereof.' So he carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him
greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship. Then he called an old woman, who was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have
the mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night, or I shall die.' And the old woman answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.So he did this, and
when it was night, he covered the pit with a light covering, so that, whenas the vizier stepped upon it, it would give way with him. Then he sent to
him and summoned him to the presence in the king's name, and the messenger bade him enter by the privy door. So he entered in thereat, alone,
and when he stepped upon the covering of the pit, it gave way with him and he fell to the bottom; whereupon the king's brother fell to pelting him
with stones. When the vizier saw what had betided him, he gave himself up for lost; so he stirred not and lay still. The prince, seeing him make no
motion, [deemed him dead]; so he took him forth and wrapping him up in his clothes, cast him into the billows of the sea in the middle of the night.
When the vizier felt the water, he awoke from the swoon and swam awhile, till a ship passed by him, whereupon he cried out to the sailors and they
took him up..Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy
lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous than I!" Then
I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and did away her
maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I
rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..When thou comest to the house,
begin by searching the roofs; then search the closets and cabinets; and if thou find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of
abjection and feign thyself defeated, and after stand at the door and look as if thou soughtest a place wherein to make water, for that there is a dark
corner there. Then come forward, with a heart stouter than granite, and lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find
under it the skirt of a veil; bring it out publicly and call the prefect in a loud voice, before those who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it
full of blood, exceeding of redness, (103) and in it [thou wilt find also] a woman's shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of linen." When I
heard this from her, I rose to go out and she said to me, "Take these hundred dinars, so they may advantage thee; and this is my guest-gift to thee."
So I took them and bidding her farewell, returned to my lodging..? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet. Said ye not
truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?.Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and
the pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer their
companionship was prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his
going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight
of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom
endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on
you!].Quintessence of Things, The King who knew the, i. 230..? ? ? ? ? My clothes of sendal are, my veil of the sun's light, The very handiwork of
God the Lord Most High..? ? ? ? ? Whenas my sisters dear forsake me, grieved that they Must leave their native place and far away must hie,.? ? ? ?
? Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.So she sent for him in private and said to him,
'I purpose to do thee a service, so thou canst but keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the
matter of her daughter, saying, 'I will marry thee to her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.'
He thanked her and promised to uphold all that she should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces
privily.' So he went forth and on the morrow she made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they
loaded on the backs of camels..54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.? ? ? ? ? Thy haters say and those who malice to
thee bear A true word, profiting its hearers everywhere;.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxix.? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian
Broker's Story cix.? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.So saying, she rose [and going] to a chest, took out therefrom six bags full of gold and
said to me, "This is what I took from Amin el Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other
than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I have wealth in plenty and I had no design in this but to marry thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests,
brought out therefrom wealth galore and I said to her, "O my sister, I have no desire for all this, nor do I covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I
no-less-days.pdf
Page 4/8

No Less Days

am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's] house without [making provision for] thine acquittance.".When he had made an end of his speech,
his wife came forward forthright and told her story, from first to last, how her mother bought him from the cook's partner and the people of the
kingdom came under his rule; nor did she leave telling till she came, in her story, to that city [and acquainted the queen with the manner of her
falling in with her lost husband]. When she had made an end of her story, the cook exclaimed, 'Alack, what impudent liars there be! By Allah, O
king, this woman lieth against me, for this youth is my rearling (75) and he was born of one of my slave-girls. He fled from me and I found him
again..? ? ? ? ? Though little, with beauty myself I've adorned; So the flowers are my subjects and I am their queen..There was once, of old days, a
king of the kings, whose name was Azadbekht; his [capital] city was called Kuneim Mudoud and his kingdom extended to the confines of Seistan
and from the frontiers of Hindustan to the sea He had ten viziers, who ordered his state and his dominion, and he was possessed of judgment and
exceeding wisdom. One day he went forth with certain of his guards to the chase and fell in with an eunuch on horseback, holding in his hand the
halter of a mule, which he led along. On the mule's back was a litter of gold-inwoven brocade, garded about with an embroidered band set with
gold and jewels, and over against the litter was a company of horsemen. When King Azadbekht saw this, he separated himself from his companions
and making for the mule and the horsemen, questioned the latter, saying, "To whom belongeth this litter and what is therein?". The eunuch
answered, (for he knew not that he was King Azadbekht,) saying, "This litter belongeth to Isfehend, vizier to King Azadbekht, and therein is his
daughter, whom he purposeth to marry to Zad Shah the King.".? ? ? ? ? His justice and his truth all creatures do embrace; The erring he corrects
and those of wandering mind..Then he bade fetch the youth; so they brought him before him and the viziers said, "O base of origin, out on thee!
Thy term is at hand and the earth hungereth for thy body, so it may devour it." But he answered them, saying, "Death is not in your word nor in
your envy; nay, it is an ordinance written upon the forehead; wherefore, if aught be written upon my forehead, needs must it come to pass, and
neither endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution will deliver me therefrom; [but it will surely happen] even as happened to King Ibrahim and
his son." Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and who was his son?" And the youth said, "O king,.10. The Birds and Beasts and the Son of
Adam cxlvi.Viziers, Story of King Dadbin and his. i. 104..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dcccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish
Weaver clii.Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..So saying, he put his hand to his poke and bringing out therefrom three hundred
dinars, gave them to the merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the house." So he pouched the money and
sold him the house, taking the folk to witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before El Abbas and they ate of the good
things which he had provided; after which he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had enough, when the tables were
removed and they washed their hands with rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas a napkin perfumed with the
fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on which he wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy house; so bid thy servant
transport thither the horses and arms and stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and left him not night nor day,
so that the prince said to him, "By Allah, I distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the merchant, "name not to me
aught of this, or thou wilt break my heart, for the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So there befell strait friendship
between them and ceremony was laid aside from between them..116. Iskender Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk cccclxiv.The king
approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his
younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the
knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair
was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and
the kingship..40. Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.35. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun dxl.O friends,
the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? The herald of good news my hearing shall delight,.Here the treasure-seeker brought
out a book and reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and
behold, it was a trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a
rope about the boy's middle and let him down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the
pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten
his sufficiency, when he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he
rolled a great stone to the mouth of the pit and went away..? ? ? ? ? She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, Blue as the stainless sky,
unflecked with white;.When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have
betided by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and
fared on till she came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway transported all that was in the
ship of goods and sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she
might scent out tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms and tending the sick, clothing the naked and
pouring water upon the dry ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little while she sold of her goods and gave alms
to the sick and the needy; wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise..'Know, then,' said the merchant,
'that I am a man from the land of China and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account of womankind, one and all, but
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followed after boys, and one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This is the portion of such an one."
Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright and said, "I will never
marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was pleasant to me and the
sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and taken its price and there
was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and depart with them..31. The Scavenger and the Noble Lady of Baghdad
cclxxxii.Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi
say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and they were occupied with contention and mutual
revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone and flee for your lives
and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to life and between them are words and contention.' So the thieves fled,
whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money they had gotten
aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the four sharpers
with the money-changer and the ass.".92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii.Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her
and crave her prayers; and it was her wont to pray for none till he had confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for
him that he might be healed, and he was straightway made whole of sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men
were brought in to her,] she knew them forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave
pardon for him and pray for him.' And the brother said, 'As for me, I required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and
folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and
unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and falsehood and of the slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.?Story
of Prince Bihzad..'There was once, of old time, a hawk who made himself a nest hard by that of a locust, and the latter gloried in his neighbourhood
and betaking herself to him, saluted him and said, "O my lord and chief of the birds, indeed the nearness unto thee delighteth me and thou
honourest me with thy neighbourhood and my soul is fortified with thee." The hawk thanked her for this and there ensued friendship between them.
One day, the locust said to the hawk, "O chief of the birds, how cometh it that I see thee alone, solitary, having with thee no friend of thy kind of
the birds, to whom thou mayst incline in time of easance and of whom thou mayst seek succour in time of stress? Indeed, it is said, 'Man goeth
about seeking the ease of his body and the preservation of his strength, and in this there is nought more necessary to him than a friend who shall be
the completion of his gladness and the mainstay of his life and on whom shall be his dependence in his stress and in his ease.' Now I, albeit I
ardently desire thy weal in that which beseemeth thy condition, yet am I weak [and unable] unto that which the soul craveth; but, if thou wilt give
me leave, I will seek out for thee one of the birds who shall be conformable unto thee in thy body and thy strength." And the hawk said, "I commit
this to thee and rely upon thee therein.".87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? The season of my presence is never at an end
'Mongst all their time in gladness and solacement who spend,.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without fail, to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress
and drub the nape of thee!.? ? ? ? ? But on no wise was I affrayed nor turned from love of her; So let the railer rave of her henceforth his heart's
content..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ha. The Thief's Story dccccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? O my God! Who is stronger than Thou in resource? The Subtle, Thou
knowest my plight and my pain..? ? ? ? ? I see yon like unto mankind in favour and in form; But oxen, (37) verily, ye are in fashion and in deed..? ?
? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dcxxix.When the king had made an end of his story, he bade the bystanders spit in the Magian's face and
curse him; and they did this. Then he bade cut out his tongue and on the morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and pluck out his eyes. On the
third day he bade cut off his hands and on the fourth his feet; and they ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each member they cast into the
fire, after its cutting-off, before his face, till his soul departed, after he had endured torments of all kinds and fashions. The king bade crucify his
trunk on the city-wall three days' space; after which he let burn it and reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad in the air..? ? ? ? ? Midst
colours, my colour excelleth in light And I would every eye of my charms might have sight.
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