Between Two Doors

BETWEEN TWO DOORS
They were each down to one last sip of wine, studying dessert menus, when Celestina began to wonder if, in spite of all instincts and indications,
she might be wrong about the state of Wally's heart. The signs seemed clear, and if his radiance wasn't love, then he must be dangerously
radioactive-yet she might be wrong. She was a woman of some insight, quite sophisticated in many ways, with the raw-nerve perceptions of an
artist; however, in matters of romance, she was an innocent, perhaps even more pitifully naive than she realized. As she perused the list of cakes
and tarts and homemade ice creams, she allowed doubt to feed upon her, and as the thought grew that Wally might not love her that way, after all,
she became desperate to know, to end the suspense, because if she didn't mean to him what he meant to her, then Daddy was just going to have to
accept her conversion from Baptist to Catholic, because she and Angel would have to spend some serious heart-recovery time in a nunnery..Then
Junior saw the blood on the right cuff of Vanadium's shirt. Blood dripping from his hand, too..That night, in Barty's room, after Agnes had listened
to his prayers and then had tucked him in for the night, she sat on the edge of his bed. "Honey, I was wondering.... Now that you've had more time
to think, could you explain to me what happened?".He knew that he needed to get a grip on himself. But he could not keep his breathing slow and
deep, couldn't remember any of Zedd's other foolproof methods of self-control, couldn't recall a single useful meditative technique..In January '65,
while Vanadium had been in the first month of what proved to be an eight-month coma, Enoch Cain had sought Nolly's assistance in a search for
Seraphim's newborn child. When Vanadium had learned about this from Magusson long after the event, he assumed that Cain had heard Max
Bellini's message on his answering machine, made the connection with Seraphim's death in an "accident" in San Francisco, and set out to find the
child because it was his. Fatherhood was the only imaginable reason for his interest in the baby..He pushed back the bedclothes and sat up, leaning
against the pillows and headboard. "This is maybe a hard thing for you to do, but it's really important.".The reverend couldn't easily escape church
obligations on such short notice, but Grace wanted to be with her daughters. Phimie, however, pleaded that only Celestina accompany her..After
the paralytic bladder seizures had passed and Junior had drained Lake Mead, Chicane recommended plenty of caffeine and sugar to guard against
an unlikely but not impossible spontaneous return to a trance state. "Anyway, after pumping alpha waves for as long as you just did, you shouldn't
actually need to sleep anytime soon.".During those spells when she was too shaky to draw, she stood at the window, gazing at the storied city.."You
sounded as though you were in a lot of distress. You were frightened of this Bartholomew.".Rescuers encouraged her to move safely away from the
passenger's door, as far as possible, to avoid being inadvertently injured as they tried to break in to her. She could go nowhere but to her dead
husband..One of the hardest things that she had ever done was to leave him then, alone in his room, with the hateful something still quietly growing
in his eye. She wanted to move the armchair close to his bed and watch over him throughout the night..Edom carried the honey-raisin pear pie, and
Agnes toted Barty across the neatly cropped yard, to the front door. The bell push triggered chimes that played the first ten notes of "That Old
Black Magic," which they heard distinctly through the glass in the door..While the horse and then the sheep grazed twelve months each, an H-bomb
accidentally fell from a B-52 and was lost in the ocean, off Spain, for two months before being located. Mao Tse-tung launched his Cultural
Revolution, killing thirty million people to improve Chinese society. James Meredith, civil rights activist, was wounded by gunfire during a march
in Mississippi. In Chicago, Richard Speck murdered eight nurses in a row-house dormitory, and a month later, Charles Whitman limbed a tower at
the University of Texas, from which he shot and killed twelve people. Arthritis forced Sandy Koufax, star pitcher for the Dodgers, to retire.
Astronauts Grissom, White, and Chaffee died earthbound, in a flash fire that swept their Apollo spacecraft during a full-scale launch simulation.
Among the noted who traded fame for eternity were Walt Disney, Spencer Tracy, saxophonist John Coltrane, writer Carson McCullers, Vivien
Leigh, and Jayne Mansfield. Junior bought McCullers's The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter, and though he didn't doubt that she was a fine writer, her
work proved to be too weird for his taste. During these years, the world was rattled by earthquakes, swept by hurricanes and typhoons, plagued by
floods and droughts and politicians, ravaged by disease. And in Vietnam, hostilities were still underway..support as he had only pretended to need
it previously. He felt as if he had become the mere shell of a man and that the right note would shatter him as a properly piercing tone can shatter
crystal..No one seemed to realize that predicting the future might not be a suitable entertainment in this house, at this time, considering that Agnes
had so recently and horribly been blindsided by fate..Since he knew where Celestina would be on January 12, there was no point in taking risks to
find her sooner. He had plenty of time to prepare for their encounter, time to savor the sweet anticipation.."Yes, you did, and it's exactly what
experience has no doubt taught you to think. But I'm forty-seven and you're twenty-".Junior knelt beside her and pressed two fingers to the carotid
artery in her neck. She had a pulse, maybe a little irregular but strong..Leave the lamps burning, the door unlocked. A murderer, frantic to vanish
while the victim remained undiscovered, wouldn't be worried about the cost of electricity or about protecting against burglary..Posing as a
counselor with Catholic Family Services, he phoned each listed Bartholomew, with a question related to his or her recent adoption. Those who
expressed bafflement, and who claimed not to have adopted a child, were generally stricken from his list..For eight months following that night,
until late September of 1965, Vanadium had been in a coma, and his doctors had not expected him to regain consciousness. A passing motorist had
found him lying along the highway near the lake, soaked and muddy. When, after his long sleep, he awakened in the hospital, withered and weak,
he'd had no memory of anything after walking into Victoria's kitchen-except a vague, dreamlike recollection of swimming up from a sinking
car..After examining Barty, Dr. Schurr sent them to the hospital for further tests. There they spent the rest of the day, except for an hour break
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during which they ate lunch in a burger joint..No one in Junior's circles seemed to care about the crisis in American music. He supposed he had a
greater awareness of injustice than did most people..Having anticipated a problem of one kind or another, Junior withdrew a packet of crisp new
hundred-dollar bills from an inside jacket pocket. The bank band still wrapped the stack, and on it was printed $10,000..Frankness and tough talk
pleased her, because too many people dealt with her as though her spirit were as frail as her limbs. She laughed with delight-but still refused
him..No scent of gasoline fouled the air. Apparently, the tank had not burst. Sudden immolation seemed unlikely-but only an hour ago so had
Joey's untimely death..She was not going to be as forthright with Barty as she had insisted that Joshua Nunn be with her, in part because she was
too shaken to risk forthrightness.."That was five years ago. After more surgeries than I care to remember, I was left with these." He raised his
goblin hands again. "There's pain in humid weather, less when it's dry. I can take care of myself, but I'll never be a card mechanic again ... or a
magician.".do further testing, of course, but not until he's been stabilized at least twelve hours. Personally, I don't think we'll find any physical
cause. Most likely, this was psychological-acute nervous emesis, caused by severe anxiety, the shock of losing his wife, seeing her die.'.In his
room, he settled on the bed with his constipating snacks and the county telephone book. Because he had packed the directory with the Zedd
collection, the thief hadn't gotten it..Mocked by the silvery ping-ting-jingle of the maniac detective emptying his ghostly pockets, Junior ran..Junior
wanted to kill her. Kill him. Whatever. But he sensed that Renee knew more than a little about dirty fighting and that the outcome of a violent
confrontation would not be easy to predict..By the time he went to bed Saturday night, the cards that had been only that morning were showing
signs of wear..just as the smile curved to completion, however, an awful thing happened. The humiliation began with a loud gurgle in his
gut..Celestina, the battering Baptist, back in action, came at him again. With one leg broken, another cracked, and the stretcher bar splintered, the
chair wasn't as formidable a weapon as it had been. She swung it, Junior dodged, she struck at him again, he juked, and she reeled away from him,
gasping..Beyond the window, Barty failed to do any of the things that Agnes expected of a boy not fully enough part of the day to share its rain: He
didn't flicker like an image on a static-peppered TV screen; he didn't shimmer like a phantom figure in Sahara heat or blur like a reflection in a
steam-clouded mirror..Exactly. The shock. The devastating loss. Junior felt it now, anew, and was afraid he might betray himself with tears,
although he seemed to be done with vomiting.."Please just call me Tom. I've been forcibly retired from the Oregon State Police, with full disability
because of this face, so I'm not officially a detective anymore. Yet until Enoch Cain is behind bars, where he belongs, I'm not ready to be anything
but a cop, official or not.".His leonine head and bold features, framed by golden hair, should have conveyed strength, but the impression he might
have made was compromised by a fringe of bangs that curled across his forehead, a style unfortunately reminiscent of effete emperors of ancient
Rome..When at last the caller spoke again, her voice sounded a kingdom away: "Will you tell Bartholomew ... ?".Sitting up in bed, he passed a
little time reading favorite, marked passages in Zedd's You Are the World. The book presented a brilliant argument that selfishness was the most
misunderstood, moral, rational, and courageous of all human motivations..Fifteen feet separated them, with guests intervening. Yet this stranger's
attention could have felt no more disturbingly intense to Junior if they had been alone in the room and but a foot apart..Barty looked at Angel, and
Angel looked at Barty, and they dropped to their knees on the grass before their daughter. They were both grinning ... and then their grins stiffened
a little.."You'll catch pneumonia," she warned, reaching across the boy to flip the passenger's-side vent toward him..He was about to lift the body
out of the chair when he heard the car in the driveway. He might not have caught the sound of the engine so distinctly and so early if the stereo had
not been in the process of changing albums..In addition to delivering a honey-raisin pear pie, Agnes had come to offer Obadiah Sepharad a year's
work-not performing magic, but talking about it.."I'll never forget it," Dr. Salk promised. With his attention still on Perri's pictures, he said, "But
I'm afraid you give me far too much credit. I'm no superman. I didn't do the work alone. So many dedicated people were involved.".Angel found
this hysterical, and Agnes said long-sufferingly, "Thank you for the language lesson, Master Lampion.".Kathleen expected this would prove to be
true. She herself was not frightened by Thomas Vanadium's appearance; but then she had been prepared for it before she first saw him. And she
wasn't a murderer, fearful of retribution, to whom this particular face would seem like Judgment personified..During Junior's brief stroll, the
sidewalk ended, giving way to the graveled shoulder of the road. He saw no one on foot, and no vehicles passed him..When the attorney finally
came on the line, he sounded put-upon, as though Junior were the equivalent of a troublesome toe that he would like to shoot off..In Cain's
bedroom, Tom Vanadium's hooded flashlight revealed a six-foot-high bookcase that held approximately a hundred volumes. The top shelf was
empty, as was most of the second..Adding new growth to his forest of frustration, Tom got up from the study desk, fetched the newspaper from the
front doorstep, and went to the kitchen to make his morning coffee. He boiled up a pot of strong brew and sat down at the knotty-pine table with a
steaming mug full of black and sugarless solace.."Usually, I throw out a bunch of hocus-pocus, flourishes and patter, to distract people, so they
don't even realize that what they've seen was real. They think the midair disappearance is just a trick.".The singular beauty of San Francisco and the
exquisite patina of its colorful history spoke to her heart and kindled in her such an unreasonable passion that she sometimes wondered, at least half
seriously, if she had spent other lives here. Often, streets were wondrously familiar to her the first time that she set foot on them. Certain great
houses, dating from the late 1800s and early 1900s, inspired her to imagine elegant parties thrown."No member of the society ever violates a secret
confidence," Agnes assured him..Maria arranged five place settings instead of four. The fifth--complete with silverware, waterglass, and
wineglass-was at the head of the table, in memoriam of Joey..to prayer instead, asking for the wisdom to understand why this was happening to her
and for the strength to cope with her pain and with her loss.."In the early hours of January seventh," Nolly continued, "Miss White died in
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childbirth, as you figured.".When he heard the snick of the lock being disengaged, he rammed into the men's room..were uniformly negative,
frequently hilarious, but never as succinct and violent as Sklent's..He drove his yellow-and-white 1955 Ford Country Squire station wagon. He'd
bought the car with some of the last money he earned in the years when he had been able to hold a job, before his ... problem..After an interminable
silence, the detective said, "Do you know what believe about life, Enoch?".As Wally got behind the wheel and closed his door, Angel said,
"Mommy, where's fog come from? And don't say Hawaii.".The boy's silvery giggles rang as merrily as sleigh bells, his Christmas spirit
undampened. "Not between, Mommy. Nobody could do that. I just ran where the rain wasn't.".Havnor Great Port is the city at the heart of the
world, white-towered above its bay; on the tallest tower the sword of Erreth-Akbe catches the first and last of daylight. Through that city passes all
the trade and commerce and learning and craft of Earthsea, a wealth not hoarded. There the King sits, having returned after the healing of the Ring,
in sign of healing. And in that city, in these latter days, men and women of the islands speak with dragons, in sign of change.."You haven't had
previous episodes like this?" Parkhurst asked, standing at the bedside with a file folder in his hands, half-lens reading glasses pulled down to the tip
of his nose..honor and family. This was life, and everyone lived his life in the shadow of one solemn obligation or another..With one tiny hand,
Barty reached up for his mother. She gave him her forefinger, to which the sugar-bag boy clung tenaciously..So burning with anger was he that his
car, by direct thermal transmission from his hands upon the wheel, should have been glowing cherry red in the January night, should have been
scorching tunnels of clear dry air through the cold fog. Rancor, virulence, acrimony, vehemence: All words learned for the purpose of
self-improvement were useless to him now, because none adequately conveyed the merest minimum of his anger, which swelled as vast and molten
as the sun, far more formidable than his assiduously enhanced vocabulary..Assuming that the boy had closed his eyes and was talking to himself,
somewhere between his self-told bedtime story and a dream, Agnes retreated from the room, pulling the door only half shut behind her..If there had
been footsteps, they had fallen silent the moment Junior froze to listen for them. Even over the hard drumming of his heart, he would have heard
any noise. The pillowy fog seemed to smother sound in the alleyway more effectively than ever..If the sight of his daughter almost drove him to his
knees, the sight of his wife, also his first in seven years, lifted him until he was virtually floating across the grass..The bandaged man stormed up
from the ruin of the living room, gauze fluttering around his lips as his hard exhalations seemed to prove that he wasn't a long-dead pharaoh
reanimated to punish some heedless archaeologist who had ignored all warnings and violated his tomb. So this wasn't a Weird Tales moment..A
cold wetness just above the crook of his left elbow. A sting. A tourniquet of flexible rubber tubing had been tied around his left arm, to make a vein
swell more visibly, and the sting had been the prick of a hypodermic needle.."Many claimed Maharion's throne, but none could keep it, and the
quarrels of the claimants divided all loyalties. No commonwealth was left and no justice, only the will of the wealthy. Men of noble houses,
merchants, and pirates, any who could hire soldiers and wizards called himself a lord, claiming lands and cities as his property. The warlords made
those they conquered slaves, and those they hired were in truth slaves, having only their masters to safeguard them from rival warlords seizing the
lands, and sea-pirates raiding the ports, and bands and hordes of lawless, miserable men dispossessed of their living, driven by hunger to raid and
rob.".In the spring and summer of '66, he flew to Memphis, Tennessee, stayed a few days, and walked 288 miles to St. Louis. From St. Louis he
hiked west 253 miles to Kansas City, Missouri, and then southwest to Wichita. From Wichita to Oklahoma City. From Oklahoma City east to Fort
Smith, Arkansas, from whence he rode home to Bright Beach on a series of Greyhound buses..With his bent thumb against the crook of his
forefinger, he flipped the quarter. Even as the coin snapped off the thumbnail and began to stir the air, Tom flung up both hands, fingers spread to
show them empty and to distract. Yet on a second look, the coin was not airborne as it had seemed to be, no longer spinning-wink, wink-before
their dazzled eyes. It had vanished as though into the payment slot of an ethereal vending machine that dispensed mystery in return..Sometimes,
just the thought of getting in the car and venturing into the dangerous world was intolerable. Then he settled into his La-ZBoy and waited for the
natural disaster that would soon scrub him off the earth as though he had never existed..An IV rack stood beside the bed, dripping fluid into his
vein, replacing the electrolytes that he had lost through vomiting, most likely medicating him with an antiemetic as well. His right arm was
securely strapped to a supporting board, to prevent him from bending his elbow and accidentally tearing out the needle..The operator attempted to
calm him, but he remained hysterical. Between gasps and sharp squeals of pretended pain, he shakily rattled off his name, address, and phone
number.."At the back of the second gallery, on the left, there's a corridor. The rest rooms are at the end of it, beyond the offices.".The Rolex.
Because most of the trash in the huge bin was bagged, finding the watch would be easier than Junior had feared..If she'd connected with his left
side, as she intended, she might have broken his arm or cracked a few ribs. But lie saw the chair coming, and as agile as a base runner dodging a
shortstop's tag, he turned away from her, taking the blow across his back..At the head of the line, Paul waved a red handkerchief out of the window
of the station wagon..His body ached, too, especially his back, from the battering that he had taken. He remembered hitting the floor with his chin,
and he supposed that he might have gotten knocked about the face more than he realized or remembered. If so, there would be bruises soon, but
bruises would fade with time; in the interim, they might make him even more attractive to women, who would want to console him and kiss away
the pain-especially when they discovered that he had sustained his injuries in a brutal fight, while rescuing a neighbor from a would-be
rapist..Sometimes Celestina marveled at how intimately and inextricably the tendrils of tragedy and joy were intertwined in the vine of life. Sorrow
was often the root of future joy, and joy could be the seed of sorrow yet to come. The layered patterns in the vine were so complex, so enrapturing
in their lush detail and so fearsome in their wild inevitability, that she could fill uncountable canvases, through many lifetimes as an artist, striving
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to capture the enigmatic nature of existence, in all its beauty dark and bright, and in the end merely suggest the palest shadow of its mystery..He
feared that suicide was a ticket to Hell, and he knew that sinless Perri was not waiting for him in those lower realms.."One of the four legs of the
tower is dangerously fractured where it's seated into the underlying foundation caisson-".Repressing a smirk, feigning a respectful solemnity, he
dared to glance at Vanadium, but the detective stared into Naomi's grave as though he hadn't heard the mockery-or, having heard it, didn't
recognize it for what it was..When Victoria failed to answer the door, this man would not simply go away. He had been invited. He was expected.
Lights were on in the house. The lack of a response to his knock would be taken as a sign that something was amiss..Otter said nothing..place
settings. He returned with them to the kitchen and put them in the lower oven, as though Victoria were using it as a plate warmer..In the three years
since Perri's death, he had walked thousands of miles. He hadn't kept a record of the cumulative distance, because he wasn't trying to get into
Guinness or to prove anything..He vanished through some hole, some slit, some tear bigger than anything through which Tom flipped his
quarters..In the name of Zedd, slow deep breaths. Focus not on the past, not on the present, but only on the future. What has happened is of no
importance. All that matters is what will happen next..Agnes held a smile as best she could, determined that her son's final glimpse of her face
would not leave him with a memory of her despair..Serving a formal dinner was Agnes's way of declaring-to herself more than to anyone else in
attendance-that the time had come for her to get on with life for Bartholomew's sake, but also for her own.."I'll show you some. That's what
Gelluk's after. The ore of watermetal. Watermetal eats all the other metals, even gold, see..Vanadium's wounds were too grievous to pass for
accidental injuries. Even if there were some way to disguise them through clever staging, no one would believe that Victoria had died in a freak fall
and that Vanadium, rushing to her side, had slipped and tumbled and sustained mortal head injuries, as well. Such a strong whiff of slapstick would
put even the Spruce Hills police on to the scent of murder.."I really am sorry about this," Junior said, regretting the necessity to deny her the right
to look good at her own funeral, "but it's got to appear to be a crime of passion.".Crouching beside the boy as he rubbed a brighter shine onto the
granite, Agnes said, "Barty, honey, why are you ....The formless apprehension with which she had awakened at 1:50, Tuesday morning, had
returned to her from time to time during the past couple days. Now, here it came again, pinching her throat and tightening her chest-at last
beginning to take form..The morning that it happened, Tom Vanadium rose later than usual, shaved, showered, and then used the telephone in
Paul's downstairs study to call Max Bellini in San Francisco and to speak, as well, with authorities in both the Oregon State Police and the Spruce
Hills Police Department..Instruction in Braille wasn't recommended for three-year-olds, but an exception was made in this case. Agnes arranged to
have Barty receive a series of lessons, although she suspected that he'd absorb the system and learn to use it in one or two sessions..Sparky
Vox-with less training in theology and philosophy than his guest, but with a spiritual insight that any overeducated Jesuit would have to admire,
even if grudgingly-had settled Vanadium's uneasy conscience. "The problem with movies and books is they make evil look glamorous, exciting,
when it's no such thing. It's boring and it's depressing and it's stupid. Criminals are all after cheap thrills and easy money, and when they get them,
all they want is more of the same, over and over. They're shallow, empty, boring people who couldn't give you five minutes of interesting
conversation if you had the piss-poor luck to be at a party full of them. Maybe some can be monkey-clever some of the time, but they aren't hardly
ever smart. God must surely want us to laugh at these fools, because if we don't laugh at 'em, then one way or another, we give 'em respect. If you
don't mock a bastard like Cain, if you fear him too much or even if you just look at him in an all-solemn sort of way, then you're paying him more
respect than I ever intend to. Another glass of wine?"."Now this. But even if your dad had cooperated with me, nothing would have changed. Since
Phimie never revealed his name, I wouldn't have been able to go after Cain any differently or more effectively.".that he could not entirely analyze.
Any amateur magician-indeed, anyone willing to practice enough hours, magician or not-could master this trick. It was mere skill, not sorcery.
"What was your motive, Enoch?".Oblivious that she and Barty had become the center of attention, Angel said, "Does he ever get the quarters
back?".ready to hear me. However long you need. But something ... something extraordinary happened here before you arrived.".But the other
learning he had been given had made Otter touchy in these matters, delicate of conscience. The big galley they were building now would be rowed
to war by Losen's slaves and would bring back slaves as cargo. It galled him to think of the good ship in that vicious usage. "Why can't we build
fishing boats, the way we used to?" he asked, and his father said, "Because the fishermen can't pay us.".During the first year of her illness, she had
been slowly weaned off an iron lung. Until she was seventeen, she required the chest respirator, but gradually gained the strength to breathe
unassisted.."We want the scary one, 'specially if it has spiders, Pixie Lee said squeakily but defiantly..FOLLOWING A SECOND NIGHT at the
Sleepie Tyme Inne, waking at dawn, Junior felt rested, refreshed-and in control of his bowels..First he tore two paper towels from a wall-mounted
dispenser and held one in each hand, as makeshift gloves. He was determined to leave no fingerprints..By now, all here assembled knew Celestina
well enough that Tom's final example raised an affectionate laugh from the group..The Selective Service physician quickly declared Junior to be
maimed and unfit. Quietly but with passion, Junior pleaded for a chance to prove his value to the armed forces, but the examiner was unmoved by
patriotism, interested only in keeping the cattle line of other potential draftees moving past him at a steady pace..obsessed with humanity's sorry
penchant for destroying itself either by intention or ineptitude--491 suffocated and burned alive on an evening meant for champagne and
revelry..From San Francisco south to Orange County Airport on a crowded commuter flight, then farther south along the coast by rental car, Paul
Damascus brought Grace, Celestina, and Angel to the Lampion house. "Before we go to my place, there's someone I very much want you to meet.
She's not expecting us, but I'm sure it'll be okay."."I guess so, but it's not that. I was thinking of something my little girl said.".Earlier, he had placed
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an open fifth of vodka on the table, in front of Victoria. The nurse, no longer in the chair, sprawled on the floor as if she had emptied another bottle
before this one..Either this chatterbox was at all times a babbling airhead or Junior particularly disconcerted him..Of course, Angel might have been
playing around with the talking book. Or, even though she'd left the dolls downstairs, she might have been filling the time until Barty's return by
having a nice chat with Miss Pixie and Miss Velveeta. She had other voices, too, for other dolls, and one for a sock puppet named Smelly..As his
drying tears became stiff on his cheeks, Junior decided that he would most likely have to kill Vanadium to be rid of him and fully safe. No
problem. And in spite of his exquisite sensitivity, he was convinced that wasting the detective would not trigger in him another bout of vomiting. If
anything, he might pee his pants in sheer delight..Seraphim's child had been alive is long as Naomi had been dead, almost fifteen months. In fifteen
months, Junior should have located the little bastard and eliminated him..When Agnes woke at 1:50 A.M., she was in the grip of a vague
apprehension for which she couldn't identify a source..The first time, she required a pencil, paper, and nine minutes to calculate the number of
elapsed seconds since an event that had occurred 125 years, six months, and eight days in the past. Her answer differed from his, but while proofing
her numbers, she realized that she had forgotten to factor in leap years.
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